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Week Ending Friday, July 29, 1994 


Memorandum on Emergency 
ete Assistance to the Dominican 
Republic 


July 15, 1994 


Presidential Determination No. 94-34 


Memorandum for the Secretary of State, the 
Secretary of Defense 


Subject: Determination To Authorize the 
Furnishing of Emergency Military Assistance 
to the Dominican Republic Under the 
Foreign Assistance Act of 1961 


Pursuant to the authority vested in me by 
section 506(a)(1) of the Foreign Assistance 
Act of 1961, as amended, 22 U.S.C. 
2318(a)(1) (the “Act”), I hereby determine 
that: 

(1) an unforeseen emergency exists, which 
requires immediate military assistance to the 
Dominican Republic; and 

(2) the emergency requirement cannot be 
met under the authority of the Arms Export 
Control Act or any other law except section 
506 of the Act. 

Therefore, I hereby authorize the furnish- 
ing of up to $15 million in defense articles 
from the stocks of the Department of De- 
fense, defense services of the Department of 
Defense, and military education and training 
to the Dominican Republic. 

The Secretary of State is authorized and 
directed to report this determination to the 
Congress and to arrange for its publication 
in the Federal Register. 


William J. Clinton 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
11:14a.m., July 20, 1994] 


Note: This memorandum was published in the 
Federal Register on July 21. This corrected version 
of Presidential Determination 94-34 supersedes 
the earlier version published in the Federal Reg- 
ister of July 20, and in the Weekly Compilation 
of Presidential Documents of July 18, p. 1481. 


Statement on Proposed Crime 
Legislation 


July 22, 1994 


For over a year, Congress and others have 
worked to pass a tough, smart crime bill. I 
am very grateful to Chairmen Jack Brooks 
and Joe Biden for their leadership through- 
out the crime bill debate, and I am heartened 
to know that the House-Senate conference 
will convene next Tuesday to begin its final 
work on the proposal. 

We have put together a tough and serious 
legislative remedy to reduce violence and 
prevent crime. But until a bill is passed by 
Congress and signed into law, our work is 
not finished. I am confident that committee 
members will act quickly on the conference 
and that we will see a final bill passed. 

The American people have asked us to 
help in our Nation’s fight to curb the prob- 
lem of violence and crime. We can meet this 
common goal by putting aside differences 
and partisanship. By working together, we 
will enact an historic crime law before the 
end of this legislative session. The American 
people demand and deserve no less. 


NOTE: This item was not received in time for pub- 
lication in the appropriate issue. 


Statement on Signing the Legislative 
Branch Appropriations Act o 1995 


July 22, 1994 


Today I have signed into law H.R. 4454, 
the Legislative Branch Appropriations Act, 
1995. H.R. 4454 provides fiscal year 1995 ap- 
propriations to fund the Congress, the Con- 
gressional Budget Office, the Office of Tech- 
nology Assessment, the Architect of the Cap- 
itol, the General Accounting Office, the Gov- 
ernment Printing Office, and the Library of 
Congress. 

In signing the bill into law, I note that this 
Act, the purpose of which is to provide ap- 
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propriations for the legislative branch, also 
contains provisions affecting the operations 
of the executive branch. As a matter of com- 
ity, legislative branch appropriations acts his- 
torically have not contained provisions affect- 
ing the executive branch, and the executive 
branch has not commented on provisions of 
these acts. Since this Act contains provisions 
that depart from that standard, it is appro- 
priate to express my views on these provi- 
sions. These provisions concern the involve- 
ment of the Public Printer and the Govern- 
ment Printing Office in executive branch 
printing related to the production of Govern- 
ment publications. Specifically, the Act in- 
cludes amendments to existing law that ex- 
pand the involvement of the Public Printer 
and the Government Printing Office in exec- 
utive branch functions. 

The Act raises serious constitutional con- 
cerns by requiring that executive branch 
agencies receive a certification from the Pub- 
lic Printer before procuring the production 
of certain Government documents outside of 
the Government Printing Office. In addition, 
the Act expands the types of material that 
are to be produced by the Government Print- 
ing Office beyond that commonly recognized 
as “printing.” In light of these concerns, I 
will interpret the amendments to the public 
printing provisions in a manner that mini- 
mizes the potential constitutional defi- 
ciencies in the Act. 

In this regard, the exclusive authority of 
the Government Printing Office over “the 
procurement of any printing related to the 
production of Government publications” will 
be restricted to procurement of documents 
intended primarily for distribution to and use 
by the general public. Additionally, in light 
of the substantial expansion of the role of 
the Government Printing Office that would 
be occasioned by a broad reading of the term, 
“duplicating,” that term will be read to en- 
compass only the reproduction inherent in 
traditional printing processes, such as com- 
position and presswork, and not reproduced 
by other means, such as laser printers or 
photocopying machines. 

The concerns raised by this Act reinforce 
my eagerness and resolve to accomplish a 
comprehensive reform of Federal printing in 
accordance with constitutional principles, an 
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effort that began last year with the Vice 
President’s National Performance Review. 
Reform legislation can improve the efficiency 
and cost-effectiveness of Government print- 
ing by maximizing the use of private sector 
printing capability through open competitive 
procedures and by limiting Government- 
owned printing resources to only those nec- 
essary to maintain a minimum core capacity. 
Reform of Federal printing practices can also 
serve to enhance public access to public in- 
formation, through a diversity of sources and 
in a variety of forms and formats, by improv- 
ing the printing and information dissemina- 
tion practices of the Federal Government. I 
look forward to pursuing this effort in the 
next Congress. 


William J. Clinton 


The White House, 
July 22, 1994. 


Note: H.R. 4454, approved July 22, was assigned 
Public Law No. 103-283. This item was not re- 
ceived in time for publication in the appropriate 
issue. 


Nomination for United States 
District Court Judges 


July 22, 1994 


The President today announced three 
nominees to serve on the U.S. District Court 
for the Eastern District of New York: Fred- 
eric Block, John Gleeson, and Allyne R. Ross. 

“These three individuals have dem- 
onstrated a profound commitment to the 
law,” the President said. “I know they will 
be of great service to the State of New York 
and to this Nation.” 


NOTE: Biographies of the nominees were made 
available by the Office of the Press Secretary. This 
item was not received in time for publication in 
the appropriate issue. 


The President’s Radio Address 
July 23, 1994 


Good morning. Ever since Franklin Roo- 
sevelt, seven Presidents of both parties have 
worked to reform our Nation’s health care 
system to provide health coverage to all 
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Americans. That’s always been the goal, to 
make sure that hard-working middle class 
families had the medical and the economic 
security they need to build good lives for 
themselves and their children. 

Now, for the first time in more than a dec- 
ade, the American people are again insisting 
that we reform health care to contain costs 
and provide coverage for everybody. With 
your votes across the country in the last cou- 
ple of years, you’ve told Washington in clear 
terms that you want guaranteed health secu- 
rity. And as your President that’s exactly what 
I’ve been fighting for. 

It’s more urgent today than it has been 
in years, not only because America pays far 
more of our income for health care than any- 
body else but because we're going in the 
wrong direction. Ten years ago, about 88 per- 
cent of our people had health insurance cov- 
erage. Today, it’s below 83 percent and drop- 
ping. In just the last 5 years, 5 million Ameri- 
cans have lost their health insurance. But my 
clear and unchanged goal is universal cov- 
erage that will protect hard-working Ameri- 
cans. 

We've already come a long way in this de- 
bate. Both Houses of Congress will soon 
begin their historic floor debates because, for 
the first time in American history, commit- 
tees of Congress have actually voted out bills 
that will guarantee coverage to all Americans. 

Yet many interest groups are still fighting 
against it. Already, over $100 million has 
been spent by interests trying to persuade 
you to back away from real reform, trying 
to persuade you that it can’t work. Fortu- 
nately, I think most people see through these 
ad campaigns. Eight in ten Americans insist 
they still want universal coverage. And fortu- 
nately we've got an example of where it works 
in the State of Hawaii, where employers and 
employees share responsibility and all are re- 
quired to purchase insurance. There is cov- 
erage for all workers and their families, and 
small business insurance rates are 30 percent 
below the national average. That’s right, in 
a State like Hawaii where everything else is 
more expensive than the rest of the country, 
health insurance is cheaper, because every- 
body does their part and everybody’s cov- 


ered. 
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Still, at this moment of decision, you’re 
going to be bombarded with a last-ditch spe- 
cial interest media blizzard aimed at derailing 
reform and frightening you. That’s why it’s 
so important right now that you keep your 
focus on what matters most: How are we 
going to guarantee health security for all 
Americans? And don’t let anybody convince 
you it can’t be done. Every other advanced 
country has done it. And in our own country, 
one State’s been doing it for 20 years now. 

One of the things a lot of people will say 
to you is that we ought to have some modi- 
fied half measures to make things a little bet- 
ter. Unfortunately, a lot of these half meas- 
ures may not work. 

Let’s just take the case for insurance re- 
forms. Here’s why it won’t work. One of the 
proposed insurance reforms that all of us 
would agree with is that people ought to be 
able to buy insurance, even if someone in 
their family has been sick and has a so-called 
preexisting condition. And if they change 
jobs, they ought to be able to carry the insur- 
ance with them and not lose it. 

Here’s why just doing that is not enough. 
If you don’t require everybody to have insur- 
ance, if you don’t require universal coverage, 
that means low-risk individuals, younger peo- 
ple, single people, aren’t necessarily included 
in these insurance pools, which means that 
the pool has relatively more sick people. 
Higher risk insurance pools means that pre- 
miums go up for those that are currently in- 
sured. What happens then? That means some 
more healthy individuals drop out because 
they don’t think they'll get sick, and small 
businesses that are on the margin of profit- 
ability, well, they also often drop out. That 
means the pool is even smaller, which means 
the risk is even higher, which means the rates 
get raised again, which means even more 
younger healthy people drop out and more 
small businesses drop out. It’s a vicious cycle. 

To make matters even more complicated 
and tougher, when the uninsured low-risk 

eople do get sick or have accidents, they 
still get health care, but it’s too late, too ex- 
pensive at the emergency room, and very 
often they can’t afford to pay for it them- 
selves. So their costs get passed on from 
medical providers back through the insur- 
ance system, back onto the Americans who 
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are still paying insurance. And the premiums 
rise again. And again, it becomes harder for 
working people to afford insurance. 

A recent study by the Catholic Health As- 
sociation demonstrates how all these forces 
work together to hurt the middle class. Every 
year, according to the Catholic Health Asso- 
ciation, these limited reforms would pick $27 
billion from the pockets of working Ameri- 
cans and their families who do pay for insur- 
ance, $800 apiece for families earning be- 
tween $30,000 and $40,000 a year. Can you 
imagine the outcry if Congress tried to im- 
pose a direct tax of that kind on working fam- 
ilies? But that’s exactly what these 
nonuniversal plans will wind up doing. 

Right now we're hearing from the same 
kind of critics we hear from every time this 
country fights to help middle class families 
with efforts like Social Security and Medi- 
care. They say small business will be hurt 
by this. They say it’s too bureaucratic, that 
it’s too costly, that Americans will lose their 
choice. 

But the truth is, this is not a Government 
plan, it’s private insurance for all Americans. 
We phase it in on a period of several years, 
there’s less regulation than when it was origi- 
nally proposed, choice is protected, and we 
contain costs. 

And remember, most small businesses do 
insure their employees, and they pay 30 to 
40 percent more for it than they would if 
they were buying in big pools like Govern- 
ment or big business. Only Hawaii has re- 
quired all small businesses to participate, and 
their rates are lower. 

These are the kinds of objections that 
we've heard every time we've tried to do 
something like Social Security or Medicare. 
President Johnson heard these objections 
during the Medicare debate until the very 
end of the vote. But 29 years ago next week, 
he was able to sign legislation creating a sys- 
tem that has helped hundreds of millions of 
older Americans and their families. The 
American people made it clear then that they 
wanted reform. And today, the pen President 
Johnson used to sign that legislation is 
mounted in a position of honor in the White 
House, just down the hall from where I’m 
speaking. And if you tried to repeal Medi- 
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care, Members of Congress from both parties 
would never let it happen. 

Your concerns and your voices have car- 
ried us this far in this historic debate. Now 
we have to keep our focus for a few more 
weeks so we can win a battle that has been 
fought for 60 years. Together, America can 
join the ranks of other countries. America can 
do what we have needed to do a long time, 
create a health care system that guarantees 
health insurance for all Americans. And in 
doing that, we can make sure our middle 
class has a chance to keep growing for an- 
other generation of American children. 

Thanks for listening. 


Note: The address was recorded at 12:10 p.m. 
on July 22 in the Roosevelt Room at the White 
House for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on July 23. 


Exchange With Reporters in Hot 
Springs, Arkansas 
July 23, 1994 


High School Vietnam Memorial 


Q. [Inaudible] 

The President. Yes, very proud. And I’m 
grateful to all the people who worked on it 
and made it possible. I’m glad some of my 
closest friends could be here on the day it 
was unveiled and dedicated. I’m grateful to 
them, all the people who did all this work. 
You know it really means a lot to me because 
I haven’t been able to be here or be a part 
of it. So I’m really happy about it. 


The Presidency 


Q. Do you wish you could just be here 
for a long period of time? 

The President. Absolutely. I get very 
homesick, homesick for my friends and for 
the place and also for the ability to commu- 
nicate directly with people. You know, it’s 
very frustrating. It’s hard to avoid being iso- 
lated, and it’s hard to avoid just kind of a 
distance and almost a miscommunication 
from the nature of the Presidency, where so 
many things are happening at once and so 
many things are cascading in on people and 
so much information is flying back and forth 
and occasionally misinformation. I miss the 
whole lifestyle that Hillary and Chelsea and 
I had down here. 
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But we're doing fine, and I feel good about 
what’s happening to the country. We got the 
economy going back in order; we're facing 
a lot of our serious problems. I think the 
crime bill will pass soon. It'll be the most 
important crime bill in history. We're taking 
up health care—for the first time in the his- 
tory of the country we’ve ever even consid- 
ered providing health care to all Americans— 
on the floor of both Houses of the Congress. 
So I’m very happy about what’s going on. 

And things are going pretty well in the 
world. We've got our problems, to be sure, 
but we’re working, trying to work to avoid 
a crisis in North Korea. We’ve got peace in 
the Middle East developing. The trip to Eu- 
rope went very well. So I feel good about 
where we are in the world as we move toward 
the 21st century. And I feel very good about 
the fact that we’re being able to change some 
things here at home and are being able to 
face some of our problems. So I feel good 
about it. 


Whitewater Hearings 


Q. One of the editors of your home State 
paper, the Arkansas Gazette, has said that 
the upcoming Whitewater hearings could, in 
his view, undermine your Presidency. Would 
you give us a reading of those hearings that 
are to start next week 

The President. Well, first of all, if my 
home State paper were the Arkansas Gazette, 

don’t believe that opinion would be in 
there. [Laughter] 

The hearings, I think, will go about the 
way the Special Counsel’s inquiry did. After 
all, we've got a lifelong Republican that is 
the Special Counsel. And he concluded that 
there was no legal violation in any way, shape, 
or form in all these contacts. He concluded 
that Vince Foster’s death was a suicide and 
that all these hysterical, politically motivated 
efforts to twist it into something else were 
wrong. And the ethics counsels of various de- 
partments, many of them are lifetime Repub- 
licans, too. I feel quite comfortable that the 
hearings will be seen as just a rehash of 
what’s already been looked into in detail. 

Q. Are you—[inaudible|—c —campaign get- 
ting in full swing for the fall? Is that bad 
timing for W hitewater hearings? 
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The President. No, the question—I think 
the American people are going to wonder 
why the Congress is spending so much time 
and money on something that has already 
been looked into in great detail, excruciating 
detail, at great cost to the taxpayers by the 
Special Counsel. But if they want to do it, 
that’s fine. We'll cooperate just as we have 
with the Special Counsel. 

I think the most important thing is that 
the Congress be seen as dealing with the 
problems of the country and that this not be 
seen as distracting from their obligations to 
deal with crime and health care, expanding 
trade, and the other important things that 
will affect the lives of the American people. 
All of us need to turn our attention every 
day as much as we can away from politics 
and toward the interests of the ordinary 
American citizen. And I think if we do that, 


I think we'll be all right. 


Rwanda 


Q. [Inaudible|\—help Rwanda? 

The President. Well, I think—yesterday 
I think we answered that. The United States 
has provided 40 percent of the total aid to 
Rwanda to date. And we have been working 
on this for 2 months, and we are doing the 
best we can. But we’re going to do more. 

I think if you look at the record, I think 
it’s very difficult to point the finger at anyone. 
It’s a very tragic thing which has happened 
there. The previous government slaughtered 
large numbers of people, and so those who 
survived fled. And now the war is over in 
Rwanda, and the present winners of that con- 
flict are trying to persuade the Rwandans to 
return. That is the ultimate answer. 

But this is a horrible humanitarian tragedy 
of massive proportions. And I think now is 
the time, again, to concentrate on those peo- 
ple there and what we as Americans and as 
citizens of the world can do to keep as many 
of them alive as possible and to get them 
to come home under safe conditions. 

And when that is over, when the crisis has 
passed, there will be plenty of time for the 
critics to point the finger and time for ration- 
al assessment if something more could have 
been done at some different date. But I’m 
confident. We’ve been working since May, 
and I have done all I knew to do. When the 
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crisis has passed and somebody thinks there 
is something else I should have done, there 
will be time then to assess that. 


Arkansas Gubernatorial Race 


Q. Any words for Governor Tucker against 
your old nemesis, Sheffield Nelson, in the 
Governor's race this year? 

The President. Well, 1 think he’s done a 
very good job as Governor. And I think the 
people of Arkansas know that. And they don’t 
need my help to figure out what to do. You 
know, I vote here in this State, and I’m a 
citizen of this State, and I certainly intend 
to vote for him. But I think—I don’t need 
to get involved in that. He knows what to 
do. He’s done a good job as Governor, he’s 
doing a good job as a candidate, and I think 
he'll do just fine. 


Hillary and Chelsea Clinton 


Q. How’s Chelsea doing? 

The President. She’s doing very well, 
thank you. She’s had a good year in school; 
she had a wonderful summer with us. She 
went to Europe with us on this last trip, and 
it was quite wonderful for her. And so I’m 
really happy. 

Like me, she misses her friends here. She 
just got home last night. She and her grand- 
mother went to Europe together, and they're 
coming home to Arkansas next week. So 
Chelsea is going to have a chance to spend 
some time here, too, and she’s real happy 
about that. 

Q. What about Hillary? Is she with you 
this weekend? 

The President. No, because she’s out 
pushing health care. And Chelsea’s been 
gone for a couple of weeks, so we try never 
to be gone at the same time, you know, so 
one of us is always there with her. So I stayed 
last night to see Chelsea come home from 
Europe, and we stayed up real late last night 
talking about her trip. And then Hillary's 
coming home today so she can be with Chel- 
sea this weekend while I’m here, and Chelsea 
will be here next week. 


Note: The exchange began at 11:15 a.m. at Me- 
morial Field. A tape was not available for verifica- 
tion of the content of this exchange. 
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Exchange With Reporters in Hot 
Springs 
July 23, 1994 


President’s High School Reunion 


Q. What are your thoughts as you return 
to the State, Mr. President? 

The President. I'm very happy to be— 
I’m gratified that I can be here. So many 
of my classmates and I have survived these 
last 30 years in reasonably good shape. We're 
here together; we’re having a wonderful 
time. We just did a lot of reminiscing. I got 
to go through the high school and see some 
of the wonderful new things that are being 
done at the technology center here. But 
mostly it’s just a time for getting together 
with family and friends. 

Q. What did you do inside at the cere- 
mony? 

The President. We listened to one of our 
classmates who is a minister compare our 
class to a family and talk about family re- 
unions and what family values are really 
about, about our shared stories and experi- 
ences. It was a wonderful thing. We remem- 
bered the classmates that we had who are 
no longer with us. And we sang a lot of old 
songs. 

Q. Mr. President—spotlight on your re- 
union this year—[inaudible] 

The President. Well, 1 hope most of them 
don’t mind, you know. I just want them all 
to have a good time and be relaxed and have 
a wonderful time. It’s really been, I think, 
a good thing for all of us. I’ve never missed 
any of my reunions. When I was Governor 
we always had a gathering on Saturday night, 
and then Sunday afternoon after church I 
would have everybody over at the Governor’s 
mansion. So they may be regretting that I’m 
not Governor so we can’t go to the Gov- 
ernor’s mansion. 

Q. What are you going to be doing the 
rest of the weekend, Mr. President? 

The President. I’m just going to be here 
with my family and friends. And you know, 
tonight we have an event, and tomorrow I’m 
not sure. I have to go back a little earlier 
than I wanted because on Monday we're hav- 
ing Prime Minister Rabin and King Hussein 
at the White House. It’s a very big day: 
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Q. Mr. President, what’s your fondest 
memory of high school? 

The President. All my friends, no ques- 
tion about it. We had a—you know, it was 
a different time, I think, although I think kids 
today are trying to get back to it. We were 
basically a close class, and we believed in our 
country, and we believed in our future, and 
we were kind of, I think, rosy in our outlook, 
not necessarily unrealistic. And my memories 
of those days are deeply personal, almost like 
family; just like the minister said today, it’s 
almost like a family. 

Q. Mr. President, what kind of person 
were you in high school? Were you a jock, 
a—|inaudible|—or a nerd? 

The President. Well, I wasn’t a jock. I 
was probably—a lot of people probably 
would have said I was a nerd. But I liked 
my friends, I liked music, I liked the activi- 
ties, but I liked to study, too. I had a normal 
childhood. 


Whitewater Hearings 


Q. Mr. President, I know it’s a weekend 
of reflection for you, but Whitewater hear- 
ings are getting ready to come up. What con- 
cerns do you have there, because there’s a 
lot of people in Arkansas that are paying close 
attention to it? 

The President. Well, 1 think they should 
know that we'll do just what we’ve been 
doing all along. What I said is that we’ve been 
fully cooperative, and we will be. And the 
only thing I ask of the Congress, the only 
thing I’ve ever asked of them, is not to let 
any of this stuff interfere with the business 
of the people. 

We're up there to do the people’s business, 
and we've turned this economy around, 
we've got the deficit cut in half, we’ve got 
3 years of deficit reduction for the first time 
since Truman because we're working on 
those things. We’ve got unprecedented ex- 
pansion of trade and new training opportuni- 
ties. 

So now, we've got to face our challenges. 
We've got a crime bill to pass, we've got a 
big trade bill to pass, and we've got a health 
care reform, an issue that’s been on the floor 
of the Congress in both Houses, for the first 
time in the history of America we've ever 
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considered it. So we've got big work to do, 
and my only concern is let’s just keep putting 
the people of this country first. And I'll be 
cooperative; we'll see what happens. 


Health Care Reform 


Q. Are you confident with the health care 
compromise? 

The President. Well, we’re working on it, 
you know. It’s no accident that seven Presi- 
dents of both parties in 60 years have not 
been able to figure out how to cover all 
Americans. But it’s important to know that 
Hawaii has—and in Hawaii small businesses 
pay 30 percent lower rates, and they cover 
everybody. So we can do it. We can do it, 
and I think we will. 


Rwanda 


Q. [Inaudible] 

The President. Well, let us just say one 
word about that. I think, at the moment, 
rather than characterize that effort I would 
say that there are a lot of countries who wish 
to participate in a Rwanda peacekeeping 
force who may not have the capacity to do 
so. And one of the things that we, those of 
us with a lot of capacity, need to examine 
is whether there’s something—this is over 
the long run—whether there’s something we 
can do to help countries who want to give 
men and women to these kinds of projects 
have the training, have the support, have the 
things they need. 

I think the whole world is now focused 
on Rwanda; I think the hearts of the world 
are with these people who have suffered. I 
think that we’re moving very quickly to try 
to save lives from the cholera outbreak, and 
I think we'll have progress there. I think that 
a lot of these African countries will do the 
very best they can. And if they're trying to 
do something that they can’t do, then the 
rest of us need to help them develop the ca- 
pacity to do it. 


Note: The exchange began at 1:59 p.m. at Hot 
Springs High School. A tape was not available for 
verification of the content of this exchange. 
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Remarks waenien King Hussein of 
Jordan and Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin of Israel 


July 25, 1994 


History is made when brave leaders find 
the power to escape the past and create a 
new future. Today two such leaders come to- 
gether, as we welcome King Hussein and 
Prime Minister Rabin to the White House 
on this extraordinary occasion. 

On this morning of promise, these vision- 
ary statesmen from ancient lands have cho- 
sen to heal the rift that for too long has di- 
vided their peoples. They have seen the out- 
lines of a better day where others have seen 
darkness. They have sought peace in place 
of violence. 

On both sides of the River Jordan there 
have lived generations of people who thought 
this day would never come. King Hussein 
and Prime Minister Rabin have reached out 
to each other across the river, to build a fu- 
ture where hatred gives way to hope. 

The Koran instructs us, “Requite evil with 
good, and he who is your enemy will become 
your dearest friend.” And the Talmud teach- 
es, “That man is a hero that can make a 
friend out of a foe.” Before us today stand 
friends and heroes. 

King Hussein, Prime Minister Rabin, all 
Americans welcome your presence here 
today. You give us great hope that this house, 
our people’s house, will be a constant witness 
to a lasting peace that spreads forth to em- 
brace your region. 


Note: The President spoke at 10:15 a.m. in the 
Rose Garden at the White House. 


Remarks at the Signing Ceremony 
for the Israel-Jordan Washington 
Declaration 


July 25, 1994 


Your Majesties, Prime Minister and Mrs. 
Rabin, distinguished guests: Today we gather 
to bear witness to history. As this century 
draws to a close, a new era of peace opens 
before us in ancient lands as brave men 
choose reconciliation over conflict. Today 
our faith is renewed. 
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As we write a new chapter in the march 
of hope over despair on these grounds and 
at this historic table, we remember the cour- 
age of Anwar Sadat and Menachem Begin 
and the leadership of President Carter at 
Camp David 15 years ago, the efforts of 
President Bush to bring Israel and her neigh- 
bors together in Madrid 2 years ago, and that 
shining September day last year when Prime 
Minister Rabin and Chairman Arafat de- 
clared that their two peoples would fight no 
more. 

Today, in that same spirit, King Hussein 
and Prime Minister Rabin will sign the 
Washington Declaration. After generations 
of hostility, blood, and tears, the leaders of 
the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan and the 
State of Israel will solemnly declare, with the 
world as their witness, that they have ended 
the state of belligerency between them. 
From this day forward, they pledge to settle 
their differences by peaceful means. Both 
countries will refrain from actions that may 
adversely affect the security of the other and 
will thwart all those who would use terrorism 
to threaten either side. 

The Washington Declaration is the prod- 
uct of much hard work. Less then a year ago, 
Crown Prince Hassan of Jordan and Foreign 
Minister Peres of Israel met here publicly 
for the first time. Together, with the wise 
counsel and persistent energy of the Sec- 
retary of State, Warren Christopher, Israel 
and Jordan have pursued peace. And we are 
all in their debt. 

It takes but a minute or two to cross the 
River Jordan, but for as long as most of us 
can remember, the distance has seemed im- 
mense. The awful power of ancient argu- 
ments and the raw wounds of recent wars 
have left generations of Israelis, Jordanians, 
and Palestinians unable to imagine, much 
less build, a life of peace and security. Today 
King Hussein and Prime Minister Rabin give 
their people a new currency of hope and the 
chance to prosper in a region of peace. 

Under the Washington Declaration, Jor- 
dan and Israel have agreed to continue vigor- 
ous negotiations to produce a treaty of peace 
based on Security Council Resolutions 242 
and 338. King Hussein and Prime Minister 
Rabin will meet as often as necessary to shep- 
herd and personally direct those negotiations. 
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Their objective is a just, lasting, and com- 
prehensive peace between Israel and all its 
neighbors, a peace in which each acknowl- 
edges and respects the territorial integrity 
and political independence of all others and 
their right to live in peace within secure and 
recognized boundaries. 

In the meantime, Jordan and Israel have 
decided to take immediate steps to normalize 
relations and resolve disputes in areas of 
common concern. They have agreed to sur- 
vey the international border based on the 
work of their boundary subcommission. They 
have resolved that negotiations on water re- 
sources should aim to establish the rightful 
allocation between the two sides of the wa- 
ters of the Jordan and Yarmuk Rivers. They 
have determined that their police forces will 
cooperate in combating crime, with a special 
emphasis on drug smuggling. They have set 
up as their joint purpose the abolition of all 
economic boycotts and the establishment of 
a bilateral economic cooperation. 

And as of today, Jordan and Israel have 
agreed to take the first practical steps to draw 
their people together and to let the peoples 
of the world share in the wonders of their 
lands. They will establish direct telephone 
links, connect their two nations’ electricity 
grids, open two border crossings between 
their nations, including one at Aqaba and 
Eilat and another in the north, accelerate the 
negotiations aimed at opening an inter- 
national air corridor between the two coun- 
tries, and give free access to third-country 
tourists traveling between their two nations. 
These are the building blocks of a modern 
peace and ancient holy lands. 

Your Majesty, after our first meeting, you 
wrote me a heartfelt letter in which you re- 
ferred to your revered gran .dfather King 
Abdullah. You told me that his untimely as- 
sassination at the entrance to Jerusalem’ s Al 
Aqsa Mosque had come at a time when he 
was intent on making peace with Israel. Had 
he completed his mission, you said to me, 
your region would have been spared four 
decades of war. Today, 43 years later, 
Abdullah’s grandson has fulfilled his legacy. 
And in the declaration you will sign, your role 
as guardian of Jerusalem’s Muslim holy sites, 
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Al Aqsa among them, has been preserved. 
And Israel has agreed to accord a high prior- 
ity to Jordan’s historic role regarding these 
holy sites in final status negotiations. 

Prime Minister, when you first visited me 
in the White House, you spoke eloquently 
of your soldier's life, defending and guiding 
your nation through four bloody decades of 
struggling to survive. You told me your peo- 
ple had had enough bloodshed, that this was 
time to make peace. Ten months ago, you 
stood on this same lawn and shook the hand 
of Yasser Arafat, the leader of the Palestinian 
people. Today you stand together with King 
Hussein, descendant of the Prophet Moham- 
med, to declare that Jordan and Israel have 
ended their conflict. In holding out to your 
people the hope of a normal, secure life, you, 
sir, have fulfilled the mission of your life and 
of all those who have fought by your side 
for so long. 

Now as we go forward, we must guard 
against illusions. Dark forces of hatred and 
violence still stalk your lands. We must not 
let them succeed. 

King Hussein, Prime Minister Rabin, as 
you and your people embark on this journey 
of peace, we know the road will not be easy. 
Just as we have supported you in coming this 
far, the United States will walk the final miles 
with you. We must all go on until we ensure 
that the peace you are seeking prevails in 
the Holy Land and extends to all Israel’s Arab 
neighbors. Our common objective of a com- 
prehensive peace must be achieved. 

Now as we witness the signing of this dec- 
laration and applaud the bravery of these 
men, let us remember that peace is much 
more than a pledge to abide by words on 
a page. It is a bold attempt to write a new 
history. Guided by the blessings of God, let 
us now go forward and give life to this dec- 
laration. For if we follow its course, we will 
truly achieve a peace of the generations. 

Thank you very much. 


Norte: The President spoke at 11:40 a.m. on the 
South Lawn at the White House. 
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Remarks at the State Dinner for King 
Hussein of Jordan and Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin of Israel 


July 25, 1994 


Your Majesties, Prime Minister and Mrs. 
Rabin, all our distinguished guests: Welcome 
to the White House. Today we have seen his- 
tory in the making. And tonight we celebrate 
this marvelous occasion with King Hussein 
and Prime Minister Rabin and to all of you 
who for so long have supported their efforts 
for peace. 

It’s a special pleasure for Hillary and for 
me to welcome Queen Noor and Mrs. Rabin 
who, in their devotion to the health and the 
well-being of the children of their nations, 
prove that the quest for peace is not the only 
cause that knows no borders. 

Today’s signing of the Washington Dec- 
laration is the handiwork of many. But it is 
safe to say we would not be here tonight were 
it not for the persistent and far-sighted ef- 
forts of Crown Prince Hassan, Foreign Min- 
ister Peres, and our Secretary of State, War- 
ren Christopher. I want to express my special 
gratitude to Secretary Christopher, who has 
brought such great energy and devotion to 
this task, and to applaud all three gentlemen 
for their efforts. 

The Washington Declaration is a blue- 
print, both inspiring and practical, a founda- 
tion for lasting peace between two peoples 
who have been divided for too long. It is also 
clearly a personal tribute to two brave lead- 
ers, both called upon at a young age to shoul- 
der enormous responsibilities, one to be a 
king, the other a defender of his people, 
brought together now at long last in the com- 
mon cause of peace. 

King Hussein, tonight we recall again the 
legacy of your grandfather and mentor, King 
Abdullah, a man who dreamed that one day, 
on both sides of the River Jordan, Arab and 
Jew could live together in peace and who 
lost his life for that dream of peace. At the 
age of 17, when most of us were still in 
school, you were left to shoulder the great 
weight of leading your people. 

In the 42 years that have passed, you have 
led your kingdom through the stormy waters 
of the Middle East. You have improved the 
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lives of your people and endowed your nation 
with a spirit of tolerance, civility, and com- 
promise. You've built bridges between the 
Arab world and the United States through 
your actions as an advocate for stability and 
through your marriage to the Queen, herself 
a daughter of Americans who came from the 
Arab world. For that, we, sir, are in your 
debt. 

And today you have moved to erase the 
divisions between the people of the two sides 
of the River Jordan. Tonight it can truly be 
said that you have fulfilled the legacy of King 
Abdullah. 

Mr. Prime Minister, tonight we honor you, 
a son of the land of Israel. Your parents, 
Nehemia and Rosa, were among the first pio- 
neers who came to Palestine. And like so 
many others of their generation, they de- 
voted their lives to building a national home 
for the Jewish people. 

Schooled in the science of agriculture, you 
once planned to devote your life to making 
the fields and deserts of Israel come alive. 
But at the age of 19, you answered the call 
to join the Palmach, destined to spend your 
life fighting to establish and defend the na- 
tion of Israel. 

Now, after a life consumed by a war, you 
have become the architect of a great peace, 
building a homeland your parents could only 
imagine, a peaceful, prosperous land at har- 
mony with its neighbors, a land where a new 
generation will be free to cast aside its weap- 
ons and fulfill your dream to make the valleys 
and deserts bloom. Tonight we honor you 
and the fulfillment of your legacy, sir. 

These two men have crossed much hostile 
territory so that their children and their chil- 
dren’s children need fight no more. They 
have earned this peace, and we are all in their 
debt. 

And so, ladies and gentlemen, I ask you 
to rise and join me in a toast to these men 
of courage, to their fine families, to the peo- 
ples of Jordan and Israel, and to the promise 
of peace. 


Note: The President spoke at 8:36 p.m. in the 
State Dining Room at the White House. 
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Statement on Deputy Secretary of 
the Treasury Roger C. Altman 


July 25, 1994 


Secretary Bentsen and I believe that Roger 
Altman has been an excellent Deputy Treas- 
ury Secretary and we want him to continue 
in that capacity. 


The President’s News Conference 
With King Hussein of Jordan and 
Prime Minister Rabin of Israel 


July 26, 1994 


The President. Good afternoon. I am 
happy to once again welcome King Hussein 
and Prime Minister Rabin. 

In the last 2 days, history has been made 
in Washington, and a brighter future has 
been built, a future that offers more peace 
and security, not only for the people of Israel 
and Jordan but also for the people of the 
United States. With great courage and fore- 
sight, the King and the Prime Minister have 
united in their conviction that it is time to 
end more than four decades of bloodshed 
and loss. They have demonstrated that con- 
tact can overcome conflict, that direct talks 
can produce peace. They have declared an 
end to the state of war between their two 
countries and have determined to secure a 
lasting peace. They have personally commit- 
ted to making sure that a treaty is concluded 
as rapidly as possible. 

When we met yesterday, the King, the 
Prime Minister, and I agreed to designate 
representatives to ensure that the provisions 
of the Washington Declaration are imple- 
mented quickly. 

In the week of extraordinary set of events, 
this morning we witnessed another one, as 
the King and the Prime Minister appeared 
jointly before Congress. Their eloquent re- 
marks articulated a common vision of co- 
operation that will yield specific and concrete 
benefits for all peoples on both sides of the 
Jordan River. The outpouring of support by 
Members of Congress for these two heroes 
of peace, I believe, clearly reflect the feelings 
of all the American people. 

As I’ve made clear since my first meetings 
with the King and the Prime Minister, Amer- 
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ica will stand by those who take risks for 
peace. We will support leaders whose bold- 
ness and wisdom are creating a new Middle 
East. Today I have reaffirmed to Prime Min- 
ister Rabin that as Israel moves forward in 
the peace process the constant responsibility 
of the United States will be to help ensure 
its security. I have also reaffirmed to King 
Hussein my determination to assist Jordan 
in dealing with its burden of debt and its 
defense requirements. I am working with 
Congress to achieve rapid action on both 
these matters. The United States is commit- 
ted to a comprehensive peace in the Middle 
East and an end to hostility between Israel 
and all her Arab neighbors. 

I spoke yesterday with President Asad of 
Syria and reaffirmed my personal dedication 
to achieving a comprehensive peace. Sec- 
retary Christopher has devoted a great deal 
of time and effort to the negotiations with 
Syria, and I have asked him to return to the 
region soon to continue that work. 

In these 2 days we have taken great strides 
on the road to peace. But even as these two 
leaders have come together, the enemies of 
peace have not been silent. In recent days 
terrorists have struck in Buenos Aires, Argen- 
tina, and in London. We will not, we must 
not, allow them to disrupt this peace process. 

This week’s events here in Washington and 
the bravery of King Hussein and Prime Min- 
ister Rabin prove that a just, lasting, and 
comprehensive peace in the Middle East is 
within reach. Inspired by the extraordinary 
events of the last 2 days, now we go forward 
with a new sense of determination and a new 
sense of confidence to take the next steps 
in the days and weeks ahead. 

As I turn over the microphone, if I might, 
to the King and to the Prime Minister, let 
me say at the end of the statements we will 
take press questions in alternating order from 
the American, the Jordanian, and the Israeli 
press. 

King Hussein. Mr. President, Prime Min- 
ister Rabin, ladies and gentlemen: These 
have been unique days in our lives, yesterday 
and today. They have witnessed dreams, 
hopes, and prayers realized in terms of an 
end to the state of war between Jordan and 
Israel, more important, in terms of our deter- 
mination to move ahead in executing our du- 





1552 


ties towards our people, towards our peoples 
in the entire region in the present and in 
the future that they live secure in peace with 
the ability to come together, for the oppor- 
tunity to give their talents a chance, to make 
a difference, to create at the breaking dawn 
of peace in the region what is worthy of 
them. 

I would like, Mr. President, to thank you 
very, very much indeed, sir, for your personal 
support, continued interest. We are proud 
to have you as our partner. We are proud 
and happy that these meetings between my- 
self and Prime Minister Rabin have taken 
place here in Washington. We are over- 
whelmed by all the warmth and support that 
we have seen during these last 2 days. We 
recall and appreciate the efforts of the Sec- 
retary of State, the efforts of so many friends 
here that enabled us to get this far. 

I hope, together, we will build from now 
on and we will continue and we will succeed 
in giving all our peoples the chance to live 
under conditions that have been denied us, 
certainly as far as I’m concerned throughout 
my life. And I am proud to say that the over- 
whelming majority of Jordanians rejoice with 
me, as I am sure is the case in Israel and 
here in the United States. 

Thank you very, very much. 

Prime Minister Rabin. Mr. President, 
Your Majesty King Hussein, ladies and gen- 
tlemen: I believe that the last 2 days rep- 
resent a landmark in the positive develop- 
ments towards peace in the Middle East. I 
believe to understand the meaning of what 
has been done by Jordan and Israel, with the 
assistance, support of the United States, has 
to be looked at in proportion to what are 
the trends today in the Middle East. We see 
two conflicting trends in the Middle East: 
one, the rise for extreme, radical Islamic ter- 
rorist movements within the Palestinian side, 
within the Lebanese side, in other Arab 
countries, derived from a certain source that 
each purpose is undermining any possibility 
to achieve peace. I believe that we see their 
fingers in the international terror acts that 
have taken place not so far ago in Thailand, 
in Buenos Aires, in London, in addition to 
what goes on from Lebanon and in the terri- 
tories by the extreme radical Islamic terrorist 
groups. It’s an all-out war waged by these 
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elements against the possibility of the solu- 
tion of the Arab-Israeli conflict in all its parts. 

I believe that they have got infrastructure 
of terror all over the world. We saw it lately 
in Argentina. I don’t want to talk about what’s 
going on here, in Europe, in the Far East, 
in addition to the Middle East. 

And therefore, what we have done in the 
last 2 days is a major step of brave people 
on both sides to come up and to say, we are 
making an important, important phase to- 
wards peace, because the Washington Dec- 
laration is, first and foremost, end of a state 
of belligerency or as the King declared, end 
of state of war. Believe me, today in the Mid- 
dle East, to reach commitment by the coun- 
tries of the region for nonbelligerency, no 
violence, no terror, can be the greatest con- 
tribution to peace in the region, and not only 
in the region. 

Between Jordan and Israel we have 
reached the end of the state of belligerency. 
But there is a need beyond the end of war, 
threats of war, violence, and terror, to build 
a structure of peace, the relations of peace. 
We lay the foundations to this world, to this 
work, to this place. The test will be to what 
extent we will succeed to build this structure 
of peace, to reach the kind of relations be- 
tween Jordan and Israel that the man in the 
street in Amman and in Tel Aviv will call 
it a peace. 

Therefore, hard work is before us. We are 
committed, I believe, on both sides to do 
what is needed in addition to the elimination 
of war to build the relations of peace. We 
need your assistance, Mr. President in doing 
so. 
The first responsibility lies with the par- 
ties, with Jordan and Israel. But without— 
[inaudible |—the United States, the leader of 
peace in the region, hopefully other coun- 
tries, the European Union, assisting those 
who take risks, calculated risks for peace, we 
will not achieve it in the way and the pace 
which it is needed. 

We open a new chapter. We created a new 
landmark. But the road is still, hopefully not 
too long, but still work has to be done. We 
will do it. We need participation of those who 
preach peace to translate their words to reali- 
ties, to practical support of those who take 
the risk for peace. 
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Thank you very much. 


Lebanon 


Q. I'd like to direct my question to Prime 
Minister Rabin. Mr. Prime Minister, when 
do you expect to pull your occupation troops 
out of southern Lebanon? 

Prime Minister Rabin. As you know, 
there were 3 years of war in Lebanon which 
the purpose then declared by the Govern- 
ment of Israel was to eliminate Lebanon as 
a basis for terrorism. In ’85 the govern- 
ment—then the Prime Minister was Shimon 
Peres, and I was the Minister of Defense: 
it was a national unity government—we de- 
cided to pull out. But in the absence of 
central government in Lebanon, in the ab- 
sence of military and security forces that can 
take control of each sovereign soil, and with 
the continuation of at least Syrian division 
on the Lebanese soil and from the area that 
the Syrian army is deployed, Hezbollah takes 
action against us. There are still members of 
the revolutionary guards of Iran there. 

We have made it clear, and I repeat it, 
in the context of a peace treaty with Leba- 
nese Government that will be in full control 
of its own sovereign soil, Israel will agree to 
peace treaty. We don’t seek one square inch 
of Lebanese territory. The border there is 
defined. There is an international border, 
and we will respect it. We are not seeking 
one cubic meter of their water. All that we 
want, peace treaty and their capability to 
maintain control of their own land. I believe 
they are capable if somebody from the out- 
side will not interfere and will prevent it. 


Nuclear Weapons 


Q. Mr. Rabin, I'd like to ask you a ques- 
tion. We’ve seen the historic handshake and 
the Washington Declaration. But there is 
topic that was rarely discussed, and that is, 
now that Israel is moving very quickly on the 
Palestinian and Jordanian front, and hope- 
fully will have—with the advent of peace in 
the Middle East, with other Arab countries, 
what does Israel intend to do with its huge 
arsenal of nuclear weapons? 

Prime Minister Rabin. Well, as you 
know, Israel is not a nuclear country in terms 
of weapons, and therefore, your question is 
not relevant. We are committed to the Unit- 
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ed States for many years not to be the first 
to introduce nuclear weapons in the context 
of the Arab-Israeli conflict. But at the same 
time, we cannot be blind to efforts that are 
made in certain Muslim and Arab countries 
in this direction. Therefore, I can sum it up. 
We'll keep our commitment not to be the 
first to introduce, but we still look ahead to 
the dangers that others will do it, and we 
have to be prepared for it. 


Syria 

Q. Mr. President, I would like to ask you 
when do you hope to see the President of 
Syria, President Asad, standing next to you 
like his Majesty King Hussein and Prime 
Minister Rabin of Israel? And what are you 
prepared to do in order to achieve it? 

The President. Let me say, as you know, 
I have already met with President Asad once 
for an extended period of time in Geneva. 
We have talked many times on the phone, 
and the Secretary of State has been to Syria 
on several occasions, and we are working 
hard there. But in the end, the lesson of the 
successes which have been enjoyed over the 
past year is that the best thing the United 
States can do is to help to create the condi- 
tions within which the parties themselves feel 
secure in making peace. 

This is an agreement made by Israel and 
Jordan. In September we had an agreement 
freely made by Israel and the PLO. What 
remains is for sovereign states with great in- 
terests and long histories to reach an accord. 
My job will be to create the conditions inso- 
far as I am humanly capable for such a peace 
to be made, but the decisions will have to 
be made by them. And the successes of the 
last year on that fundamental understanding. 

Andrea [Andrea Mitchell, NBC News]. 


Terrorism 


Q. Mr. President, it is widely believed that 
Hezbollah was responsible for some of the 
recent bombings in Buenos Aires and Pan- 
ama, if not also in London. Did you discuss 
that with President Asad? Do you believe 
that more pressure should be brought against 
Iran by Germany, France, other of our allies 
who have had very friendly relations with 
Iran? Do you believe that Hezbollah could 
operate as it has in Damascus and southern 
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Lebanon without the complicity of President 
Asad? 

I'd also like to ask Your Majesty if you 
could comment on that, and also the Prime 
Minister, on Hezbollah as well. 

The President. Well, let me say first of 
all, I condemn—the United States condemns 
the terrorist attacks in Buenos Aires and in 
London. They are, in all probability, of too 
recent vintage for anyone to be absolutely 
certain what the source of them is, but I think 
it is reasonable to assume that terrorists who 
wish to be the enemies of peace are behind 
it. 

I did discuss the terrorism issue with Presi- 
dent Asad in Geneva. I have continued to 
press with our friends and neighbors, our al- 
lies, the importance of standing up against 
nations which support terrorism. Trying to 
stem the expansion of terrorism is a major 
objective of the United States. And I think 
that there is a good chance that this agree- 
ment between Jordan and Israel, juxtaposed 
against the horrible events in Buenos Aires 
and the attempt at a horrible result in Lon- 
don, may stiffen the resolve of other coun- 
tries around the world to help us to move 
against this. 

And I think we must all try to do more. 
I am committed to do more. I think everyone 
in the United States would want us to do 
more against terrorism. And we’re going to 
have to have some more help from our allies. 
We cannot allow the enemies of peace to pre- 
vail. 

Q. May we have comments 

The President. Sure. 

Q. Can you comment on that also? 

King Hussein. | believe, Mr. President, 
that the enemies of peace is the right descrip- 
tion, the enemies of life, the enemies of 
human relations between human beings, the 
enemies of hope, the enemies of security, the 
enemies of what should be normal between 
people. We have always stood against terror 
and terrorism, and we have paid a heavy 
price. 

I condemn these recent deaths. And in 
fact, just a while ago we were discussing 
amongst ourselves, myself and some of my 
colleagues, the need for us to increase our 
vigil in the time ahead because more may 
come. 
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However, I believe that this is a challenge 
we face, to speak for what we believe in, to 
speak for the overwhelming majority of peo- 
ple. We are Muslims in Jordan and Chris- 
tians. We live as members of one family. 
Nothing irritates me more or is more painful 
to me than to witness and see acts and atti- 
tudes attributed to Islam that have nothing 
to do with Islam, my faith and my religion. 
But I believe this is extremism as we know 
it in our world, people with blinders, with 
no vision. 

I believe that what we have achieved here 
in Washington and our commitment to make 
a difference, to continue in dealing with 
every aspect of the building of the house of 
peace in our region in terms of negotiations 
to come, work to be done, and to have all 
this culminate in a peace treaty between us, 
hopefully in the context of a comprehensive 
peace, is our best answer to those who try 
to continuously destroy it everywhere in our 
region. 

Prime Minister Rabin. The Hezbollah is 
very active daily, equipped with modern 
weapons, Russian-made, Soviet-made anti- 
tank—[inaudible|—mortars, antitank weap- 
ons, artillery. To the best of our knowledge, 
it comes from Iran via Syria—might be lately 
in reduced number. Their forces are de- 
ployed. One of the bases that we attacked 
was in area in the Bacca in which the Syrian 
army is deployed. 

If you ask me who is the boss of Hezbollah, 
I would say, Iran. If you ask me, Syria can 
put limitations on its activities, my answer 
will be yes. If you ask me for proof of that, 
in July, in response to prolonged—[inaudi- 
ble|—by Hezbollah, we went and used fire- 
power in southern Lebanon. And we worked 
out certain understanding through the good 
offices of the United States, in which the Sec- 
retary of State was involved. 

The talks were, to the best of my knowl- 
edge, with the Syrians. If the Syrians could 
reach understanding, limit part of the activity 
of Hezbollah, it means that they have got at 
least preventing capability _ vis-a-vis 
Hezbollah. If you ask me, do they want to 
use it, my answer: in a very limited way. 
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Middle East Peace Process 


Q. Your Majesty, do you believe that it 
is time to convene the Arab family of nations 
in order to support these agreements which 
were signed between Jordan and Israel, and 
between the Palestinians and Israel, and 
make ways in order to clear the political envi- 
ronment, which is very poisoned in the Arab 
world, and prepare and begin for the rec- 
onciliation process between the family of the 
Arab world? 


King Hussein. | believe this is inevitable. 
And at the same time I know that you know 
that we have been trying to get that for a 
long period of time. It will happen I hope 
and before too long. 


Q. Your Majesty, what does it take when 
more is still needed to be done for your 
grandson and my son, who have met before 
but abroad, to meet respectively in Amman 
and Tel Aviv? And also, since we are on a 
live broadcast to Israel, would you care to 
carry a message directly to the Israeli people? 


King Hussein. | hope to share with the 
people of Israel the hopes that the people 
of Jordan share with me that we are on the 
verge of the breaking of a new dawn for all 
our peoples for a secure, safe future, for a 
future of peace, cooperation, for human rela- 
tions to develop and grow between us. And 
I hope that the answer will come as a result 
of our joint efforts, which I hope, following 
this meeting, we will be able to shepherd, 
both the Prime Minister and myself, in terms 
of the tasks ahead of negotiating on all as- 
pects of the problems that we still have to 
resolve, in other words, using his words, the 
building blocks of peace that will culminate 
in a peace treaty hopefully before long. 


I hope it won't be long before what you 
suggest will happen, sir. 


Russia and Estonia 


The President. Let me say one other 
thing before we leave. I think that King Hus- 
sein and the Prime Minister have put peace 
in the air all over the world. 


A few hours ago, I received a message 
from President Yeltsin saying, first of all, how 
pleased he was about what had happened 
here between Jordan and Israel and, sec- 
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ondly, that he had reached agreement with 
President Meri of Estonia to withdraw all 
Russian troops from Estonia by August 31st. 


As you know, this has been one of the prin- 
cipal objectives of American policy, so that 
now, for the first time since the end of World 
War II, on the last day of August there will 
be no more Russian troops in Germany or 
anywhere in Eastern Europe. And I think 
maybe the vibrations of peace that the King 
and the Prime Minister have sent out—who 
knows what may be announced tomorrow. 


Thank you very much, and good day. 


Note: The President’s 67th news conference 
began at 4:15 p.m. in the East Room at the White 
House. A tape was not available for verification 
of the content of this news conference. 


Remarks at a Reception Honorin 
King Hussein of Jordan and Prime 
Minister Rabin of Israel 


July 26, 1994 


Thank you very much, Mr. Secretary. 
Thank you for your kind remarks. Thank you 
for being a remarkable host tonight for this 
fitting capstone of the last 2 days. And thank 
you for your tireless efforts toward this re- 
markable achievement. The world is in your 
debt as well, sir, and we're grateful to you. 


What a 2 days this has been. It’s been so 
elevating and so exhilarating, I hesitate to di- 
minish it in any way with a little humor. But 
when we were being called in and we real- 
ized, the three of us, that once more we were 
going to be asked to say something, I said, 
“Isn't it wonderful we're going to give an- 
other speech.” [Laughter] His Majesty rolled 
his eyes—{laughter|—and the Prime Min- 
ister said, “You go in and tell everybody we're 
very grateful to them, we’ve had a wonderful 
time, and we’re going to eat and drink some 
more.” [Laughter] 


I think America will long remember the 
remarkable signing ceremony yesterday and 
the gripping appearance of King Hussein and 
Prime Minister Rabin before the joint session 
of Congress today. They were truly magnifi- 
cent. They remind us by the events here in 
the last 2 days and by the lives that they 
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brought here that it still is possible for hope 
to triumph over hate, for unity to triumph 
over division, for optimism to vanquish cyni- 
cism even in this day and time. 


And I want to say a special word of thanks 
on behalf of the American people for this 
process in the Middle East. Your Majesty, 
Prime Minister, if you look out in this room 
today, there are Jewish-American and Arab- 
American citizens of my country who never 
knew each other before this process began, 
who never related to each other, who always 
wondered if they really did share the same 
citizenship, the same experiences, the same 
feelings and values. Now they’re part of the 
Builders for Peace program. They're talking 
about all the young people coming over here 
from Jordan and Israel and Egypt and Mo- 
rocco in the Seeds for Peace program. 
They're imagining what might happen in the 
new world of investment and trade and 
human contact between people in the United 
States and people in the Middle East. So that 
is something that we owe you as Americans. 


I am very proud of the role the United 
States has been able to play in this process, 
but all we can ever do is to make it possible 
for brave leaders to feel secure enough, cer- 
tain enough, trusting enough of us so that 
they can do what it is in their heart they wish 
to do. If we have done that, I am very proud 
and grateful for the opportunity to have done 
that. 


But in the end, we must, all of us, be grate- 
ful to these two remarkable men and their 
remarkable nations. And we must commit, 
all of us, to make sure that the great journey 
they have started has a successful conclusion. 
That is my commitment. And with that, I 
welcome them to this podium and thank 
them for these last 2 magnificent days. 


Thank you very much. 


NoTE: The President spoke at 9:25 p.m. in the 
Benjamin Franklin Room at the State Depart- 
ment. 
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Letter to Congressional Leaders 
Transmitting Documents on the 
Palau-United States Compact of Free 
Association 


July 26, 1994 


Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:) 
(Dear Mr. Chairman:) 

On November 9, 1993, the voters in Palau 
approved the Compact of Free Association 
between the United States and Palau, open- 
ing the way for the Compact to be brought 
into force 7 years after the passage by the 
Congress of U.S. legislation approving the 
Compact. 

In giving its approval to the Compact of 
Free Association, the Congress required the 
transmittal of certain agreements, Palau’s 
Economic Development Plan, and a report 
on that Plan, at least 30 days (excluding days 
on which both Houses of Congress are not 
in session) prior to the effective date of the 
Compact. 

Therefore, in accordance with section 101 
of the Compact of Free Association with 
Palau Act, Public Law 101-219 (December 
12, 1989), section 101(d)(1)(C) and (2) of the 
Compact of Free Association Approval Act, 
Public Law 99-658 (November 14, 1986), 
and section 102(b) of the Compact of Free 
Association Act of 1985, Public Law 99-239 
(January 14, 1986), I am hereby submitting 
the Economic Development Plan of the Re- 
public of Palau, including this report thereon 
with supporting material, copies of certain 
subsidiary agreements between the United 
States and Palau, and an agreement between 
Palau and the United States establishing Oc- 
tober 1, 1994, as the effective date for the 
Compact, provided that all lawsuits in Palau 
challenging the compact have been resolved 
by that date. A separate letter from the Presi- 
dent of Palau commenting on the Economic 
Development Plan also is attached. 

The Congress also required that approval 
of the Compact be free of legal challenge 
in Palau and that I certify that there are no 
legal impediments to the ability of the United 
States to carry out fully its responsibilities 
and to exercise its rights under the defense- 
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related provisions of the Compact. There is 
currently a lawsuit challenging the Compact 
in Palau. I will make this final certification 
once that lawsuit is resolved. 


Report on the Development Plan 


Under my direction, the Department of 
the Interior, the Agency for International 
Development, the Department of State, the 
Department of Defense, and other inter- 
ested agencies, have conducted a review of 
Palau’s Economic Development Plan. These 
agencies have concluded, and I so find, that 
the Plan as submitted, together with the July 
15, 1994, exchange of letters between Sec- 
retary of the Interior Babbitt and President 
Nakamura of Palau establishing a joint work- 
ing group to coordinate efforts under the 
Compact to protect the unique marine re- 
sources of Palau, is acceptable. They have 
recommended that following the statutory 
period for Congressional review provided in 
section 102(b) of Public Law 99-239 (Janu- 
ary 14, 1986), and subject to consideration 
of any Congressional comments, the United 
States will concur with Palau’s Development 
Plan. Palau also has agreed to submit subse- 
quent development plans at intervals no 
longer than every 5 years as required by law 
(section 102(b)(1) of Public Law 99-239 
(January 14, 1986)). 


Effective Date Agreement 


The July 15, 1994, Agreement Regarding 
the Entry Into Force of the Compact of Free 
Association establishes October 1, 1994, as 
the effective date of the Compact, provided 
that all legal challenges in Palau have been 
resolved by the date (“provided that the re- 
quirements of section 101(1) of United States 
Public Law 101-219 (December 12, 1989) 
have been met”). See Senate Report No. 
101-189, at 9 (1989). If all legal challenges 
in Palau have not been resolved by that date 
the agreement provides that the effective 
date shall be the earliest possible date there- 
after as established by exchange of letters be- 
tween the two, governments. There is cur- 
rently a pending lawsuit in Palau challenging 
implementation of the Compact. 
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Subsidiary Agreements 


Compact subsidiary agreements were sub- 
mitted to the Congress in 1986 prior to ap- 
proval of the Compact (see section 101(a) 
of Public Law 99-658 (November 14, 1986)). 
Additional agreements concluded since that 
time are submitted with this letter. These 
are: the Agreement Concerning Procedures 
for the Implementation of United States 
Economic Assistance, Programs and Services 
Provided in the Compact of Free Association 
Between the Government of the United 
States and the Government of the Republic 
of Palau, signed December 2, 1987; the 
Agreement Between the Government of the 
United States and the Government of Palau 
Regarding Mutual Assistance in Law En- 
forcement Matters, signed December 2, 
1987; and the Agreement Concerning Spe- 
cial Programs Related to the Entry Into 
Force of the Compact of Free Association 
Between the Government of the United 
States and the Government of the Republic 
of Palau, signed May 26, 1989. 


Certification 


I will make such additional certification 
and report to the Congress as required by 
law prior to the effective date of the Compact 
in accordance with section 101(d)(1)(A) of 
Public Law 99-658 (November 14, 1986). 

Sincerely, 


William J. Clinton 


Norte: Identical letters were sent to Thomas S. 
Foley, Speaker of the House of Representatives; 
Albert Gore, Jr., President of the Senate; Lee H. 
Hamilton, chairman, House Committee on For- 
eign Affairs; George Miller, chairman, House 
Committeé on Natural Resources; Claiborne Pell, 
chairman, Senate Committee on Foreign Rela- 
tions; and J. Bennett Johnston, chairman, Senate 
Committee on Energy and Natural Resources. 


Message to the Senate Transmitting 
the Convention Concerning Labor 
Administration 


July 26, 1994 


To the Senate of the United States: 

With a view to receiving the advice and 
consent of the Senate to ratification, I trans- 
mit herewith a certified copy of the Conven- 
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tion (No. 150) Concerning Labor Adminis- 
tration: Role, Functions and Organization, 
adopted by the International Labor Con- 
ference at its 64th Session in Geneva on June 
7, 1978. 

The report of the Department of State, 
with a letter from the Secretary of Labor, 
concerning the Convention is enclosed. 

As explained more fully in the enclosed 
letter from the Secretary of Labor, the cur- 
rent system of labor administration in the 
United States fully satisfies the requirements 
of Convention No. 150. Ratification of this 
Convention, therefore, would not require the 
United States to alter its law or practice in 
this field. 

Ratification of additional International 
Labor Organization (ILO) conventions will 
enhance the ability of the United States to 
take other governments to task for failing to 
comply with the ILO instruments they have 
ratified. I recommend that the Senate give 
its advice and consent to the ratification of 
ILO Convention No. 150. 


William J. Clinton 


The White House, 
July 26, 1994. 


Appointment of Vice Chair and 
Members of the President’s 
Committee on Mental Retardation 


July 26, 1994 


The President today announced the ap- 
pointment of Valerie J. Bradley to be Vice 
Chair of the President’s Committee on Men- 
tal Retardation (PCMR) and Jane Browning 
of Maryland, Michael Remus of Nebraska, 
Elizabeth Pittinger of Pennsylvania, and T.J. 
Monroe of Tennessee as members. 

“Valerie Bradley's outstanding knowledge 
and commitment to the field promise a revi- 
talization of the committee and innovative 
programs for the future,” the President said. 
“The newly announced team will contribute 
significantly to renew innovative and bene- 


ficial programs at PCMR.” 


NoTE: Biographies of the appointees were made 
available by the Office of the Press Secretary. 
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Memorandum on Aviation Insurance 
for Commercial Air Carrier Service 


July 26, 1994 


Presidential Determination No. 94-39 


Memorandum for the Secretary of 
Transportation, the Secretary of State 


Subject: Provision of Aviation Insurance 
Coverage for Commercial Air Carrier Service 


By virtue of the authority vested in me by 
the Constitution and laws of the United 
States, including 3 U.S.C. 301 and 49 U.S.C. 
44302, I hereby: 

(1) determine that continuation of author- 
ized humanitarian relief air services to Haiti 
is necessary to carry out the foreign policy 
of the United States; 

(2) approve provision by the Secretary of 
Transportation of insurance against loss or 
damage arising out of any risk from the oper- 
ation of an aircraft in the manner and to the 
extent provided in 49 U.S.C. 44301-44310, 
whenever he determines that such insurance 
cannot be obtained on reasonable terms and 
conditions from any company authorized to 
conduct an insurance business in a State of 
the United States; 

(3) delegate to the Secretary of Transpor- 
tation, in consultation with the Secretary of 
State, the authority vested in me by 49 
U.S.C. 44302(b), for purposes of responding 
to the current crisis in Haiti; and 

(4) delegate to the Secretary of Transpor- 
tation, in consultation with the Secretary of 
State, the authority vested me by 49 
U.S.C. 44306(b) for purposes of responding 
to the current crisis in Haiti. 

The Secretary of Transportation is di- 
rected to bring this determination imme- 
diately to the attention of all air carriers with- 
in the meaning of 49 U.S.C. 40102(a)(2), and 
to arrange for its publication in the Federal 
Register. 


William J. Clinton 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
2:39 p.m., July 27, 1994] 


NoTE: This memorandum was released by the Of- 
fice of the Press Secretary on July 27, and it was 
published in the Federal Register on July 29. 
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Memorandum on Delegation of 
Authority 


July 26, 1994 


Memorandum for the Secretary of State 


Subject: Delegation of Responsibilities 
Under the Foreign Relations Authorization 
Act, Fiscal Years 1994 and 1995 


By the authority vested in me by the Con- 
stitution and laws of the United States of 
America, including section 301 of title 3 of 
the United States Code, I hereby delegate 
to the Secretary of State the functions vested 
in the President by the following provisions 
of the Foreign Relations Authorization Act, 
Fiscal Years 1994 and 1995 (Public Law 103- 
236) (the “Act”): sections 102(g), 161(c), 
401(b), 407(a), 409, 431(b), 514(b), 523, 
527(e) and (g), 528, 532(a), 574, 583(b)(1) 
and (b)(6), 733 and 735(d). 


The functions under section 407(a) of the 
Act shall be exercised in coordination with 
the Secretary of Defense. 


The functions under section 527(e) and (g) 
of the Act shall be exercised in consultation 
with the Secretary of the Treasury and the 
heads of other departments and agencies, as 
appropriate. 


Any reference in this memorandum to any 
act, order, determination, or delegation of 
authority shall be deemed to be a reference 
to such act, order, determination, or delega- 
tion of authority as amended from time to 
time. 


The functions delegated by this memoran- 
dum may be redelegated within the Depart- 
ment of State. 


You are authorized and directed to publish 
this memorandum in the Federal Register. 


William J. Clinton 


NoTE: This memorandum was released by the Of- 
fice of the Press Secretary on July 27 
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Proclamation 6708—Anniversary of 
the Americans with Disabilities Act, 
1994 


July 26, 1994 


By the President of the United States 
of America 


A Proclamation 


The Americans with Disabilities Act is a 
national monument to freedom. Contained 
within its broad pillars of independence, in- 
clusion, and empowerment is the core ideal 
of equality that has defined this country since 
its beginnings. For when America’s founders 
set down the guiding words of freedom, first 
among them, proudly were, “We the Peo- 
ple.” Our young Nation would be governed 
not by kings or tyrants—America would be 
led by farmers and doctors, artists and mer- 
chants, teachers and parents, each possessing 
widely different knowledge and skills. Some 
would be active participants in community 
life. Others would embrace the quiet joys of 
home. But all of the people would make an 
essential contribution to the character and 
quality of America. 

On this, the fourth anniversary of the 
Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), we 
mark the full extension of the ADA’s employ- 
ment provisions to our Nation’s small busi- 
nesses. In 1990, members of both political 
parties resolved to make laws of inclusion, 
and today, telephone relay systems connect 
deaf and _ hard-of-hearing individuals to 
Americans everywhere. Four years ago, we 
pledged to build bridges to independence, 
and today, architectural barriers are coming 
down in office buildings and movie theaters 
across the country, making room for new pas- 
sageways to participation. We moved to craft 
policies of empowerment, and today, leaders 
in public and private sectors alike are rec- 
ognizing the vast potential of every citizen 
and the breathtaking determination of each 
to create and to achieve. With this Act, we 
began a new era for 49 million of our fellow 
citizens. And today, celebrating the rights of 
people with disabilities, we declare in no un- 
certain terms that “We the People” means 
all of us, with our myriad differences and 
doubts, with our infinite talents and aspira- 
tions. 
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This day—a wonderful, vigorous celebra- 
tion of the progress and possibilities for equal 
opportunity—must also include an equally 
vigorous commitment to continue the fight. 
Now is the time to act on our understanding 
that having a physical or mental disability is 
a part of the human experience. We must 
work to fully implement the provisions of the 
ADA and to see that these and related laws 
are aggressively enforced in our schools and 
workplaces, in our national government and 
local councils. Most important, we must fi- 
nally overcome the remaining handicaps of 
prejudice and stereotype. Discrimination, ig- 
norance, intolerance—these barriers are a far 
greater tragedy than any common limitation 
of the human mind or body. And it is only 
in overcoming these that America will truly 
be worthy of its people. 

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton, 
President of the United States of America, 
by virtue of the authority vested in me by 
the Constitution and laws of the United 
States, do hereby proclaim July 26, 1994, as 
the Anniversary of the Americans with Dis- 
abilities Act. I call upon the people of the 
United States to observe this day with appro- 
priate ceremonies and activities. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this twenty-sixth day of July, in the 
year of our Lord nineteen hundred and nine- 
ty-four, and of the Independence of the Unit- 
ed States of America the two hundred and 
nineteenth. 


William J. Clinton 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
10:48 a.m., July 28, 1994] 


NotE: This proclamation was released by the Of- 
fice of the Press Secretary on July 27, and it was 
published in the Federal Register on July 29. 


Remarks by Telephone Relay 
With Glenn Anderson 
of Gallaudet University 


July 27, 1994 


The President. Dr. Anderson? Good 
morning. I want to begin by congratulating 
you on your appointment as the Chair of the 
Gallaudet University Board of Trustees. I 
also want to thank you for your great career 
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in rehabilitation work, and your earlier help 
to me when I served as Governor. 

I’m glad we can use this telephone net- 
work today because I know what an impor- 
tant link it is to millions of Americans. 

Go ahead. 

Dr. Anderson. Good morning, Mr. Presi- 
dent. Thank you very much for your kind 
words. I am very pleased to have this oppor- 
tunity to speak with you this morning. Thank 
you for agreeing to make this relay call. Also, 
I want to take this opportunity to thank you 
for your appearance at the Gallaudet Univer- 
sity commencement last May. You inspired 
deaf people all over the country by your ap- 
pearance and your wonderful commence- 
ment address. 

Go ahead. 

The President. Well, the honor was mine. 
I was very inspired by the students and their 
dreams. I also want to say how very proud 
I am of the strong support we have been re- 
ceiving from the deaf and disabled commu- 
nities on health care reform. 

Go ahead. 

Dr. Anderson. Great. Yes, we very much 
care about improving health care services, 
and we are so glad that you have taken the 
lead in advocating for health care reform. 

Hopefully, you will also be able to remind 
health care providers of how important it is 
that they be sensitive to the needs of people 
with disabilities for health care services and 
for access to reasonable accommodations. I 
am very inspired by your hard work and will 
do all I can to support your efforts. 

The President. Well, of course, I will be 
sensitive to those things. And I think you well 
understand that the only way we can extend 
those benefits and opportunities to the dis- 
abled community is to cover all Americans. 
If we do that, we will be able to contain costs 
and empower disabled Americans to work 
and to live to the fullest of their abilities. 

Let me say, also, before we close this con- 
versation, how pleased I am that the ADA 
is working and giving us things like this tele- 
phone relay system. It’s a great tribute to the 
work that millions of disabled Americans 
have done. 

I want to make a special note of the work 
that your wife Karen has done and the help 
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she gave to our campaign in 1992 and our 
efforts to reach out for all Americans. 

Go ahead. 

Dr. Anderson. Great. My wife is here 
with me, and she’s grinning from ear to ear. 
She enjoyed the opportunity to serve you and 
work in your campaign. 

I also want to say, yes, the ADA is working 
very well. And it will work even better in 
the years to come. Our conversation this 
morning is a living example of how well ADA 
is working. 

Go ahead. 

The President. | want to thank you again 
for all you have done to make the ADA work 
for people in their everyday lives. 

It’s been a real pleasure to talk with you 
today. One of my aides told me that your 
son, Jamal, and I have a picture together that 
you would like me to autograph. I’d be glad 
to do that, and I look forward to seeing you 
again soon. 

Signing off. 

Dr. Anderson. Great. Many, many thanks 
for this opportunity. Thank you, again, and 
you have a great day, too. 

Bye bye. 

The President. Goodbye. 


Note: The President spoke at 10:26 a.m. from 
the Oval Office at the White House. The tele- 
phone conversation used a new relay service tech- 
nology which allows the deaf to communicate by 
telephone. 


Remarks on the Fourth Anniversary 
of the Americans with Disabilities 
Act 


July 27, 1994 


The President. Thank you very much. It 
is wonderful to see this sea of Americans here 
at the White House today. Senator Harkin 
and I were back there talking, and he was 
beaming because he had so much to do with 
the ADA. And I was listening to the First 
Lady and to Tipper and to the Vice President 
give their fine speeches, and they were all 
so good, I was wishing I could just sit there 
and not have to say anything—{laughter|— 
enjoy the day and welcome you here. 

I thank especially the Members of Con- 
gress who are here: Congressman Hoyer, 


1561 


Congressman Fish, Congressman Major 
Owens, and Congressman Goodling. Thank 
you for being here, sirs. Two who are not 
here because they're on the Hill working, I 
want to mention, Senator Kennedy and Con- 
gressman Jack Brooks who worked so hard 
on this. I thank former Congressman Tony 
Coelho who’s done a magnificent job as 
Chair of the President’s Committee on Em- 
ployment of People with Disability. I thank 
all the people who are here on this stage. 
And I want to say something today about the 
spirit of bipartisanship. I will say more later, 
but I would remind you that it would be 
wrong for the day to go by without pointing 
out that this bill was signed into law by my 
Republican predecessor, President Bush, 
and I thank him for doing that. 

I'd also like to introduce three young peo- 
ple from Gallaudet University who are here 
who are part of one of our administration’s 
most important initiatives and an illustration 
of why we have to keep working to open the 
doors of opportunity to all Americans. They 
are Jennifer Nasukiewicz, Amy Hopkins, and 
Madelaine Frederickson. I would ask them 
to stand. [Applause] They are completing 
their training to be participants in the first 
class of our national service program, 
AmeriCorps. Beginning this September, they 
will be part of 20,000 young Americans who 
will be working to help to reclaim our sense 
of national community. They'll be working 
to help reclaim the natural beauty of the 
Chesapeake Bay. And together, they'll be 
working to revolutionize our sense of what 
we can do together. And in return, they'll 
get a little bit of help to continue their edu- 
cation. 

You know, as the Vice President said, 
when we went across this country and sought 
the opportunity to serve here, our slogan was, 
“Putting People First.” What that meant to 
me was pretty simple as we hurtle toward 
the next century. As we come to the end of 
the cold war, we owe it to our people to do 
some basic things: first of all, to try to create 
a world of greater peace and prosperity; 
that’s what we’ve been about here the last 
2 days with the King of Jordan and the Prime 
Minister of Israel; second, to restore the 
American economy; third, to rebuild our 
American community with stronger commu- 
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nity, stronger families; fourth, to empower 
all Americans to live to the fullest of their 
God-given abilities and to expect them to as- 
sume the responsibility to do so. 

We are at a moment in history when our 
values, what we believe is morally right, and 
our interests, what is clearly good for us in 
a tangible material way, are one. We do not 
have a person to waste, and that is why we 
are here today to rededicate ourselves to an 
America where every man, woman, and child 
can reach the fullest of their God-given po- 
tential. 

Like every civil rights law in our history, 
the Americans with Disabilities Act is just 
that. It’s about potential; it is not a handout. 
It stands for what’s best in our heritage, em- 
powering Americans to build better liv es for 
themselves. And that tradition, I pledge as 
your President, to see that this Act is fully 
implemented and aggressively enforced in 
our schools, our workplaces, in government, 
and in public places for the benefit of all per- 
sons with disabilities, the blind and visually 
impaired, the deaf and hard of hearing, per- 
sons with mental retardation, persons with 
mental illness, persons who are mobility-im- 
paired, all people who have problems that 
can be overcome. That’s what this Act is 
about. 

We must move from exclusion to inclusion, 
from dependence to independence, from pa- 
ternalism to empowerment. Your future and 
the future of those whom you represent is 
at the heart of my vision for America. In 
every aspect, consider this: If our goals here 
at home are to restore our economy, to re- 
build our American communities, and to em- 
power individuals, how can we achieve them 
unless you are part of all of them? Look at 
the progress which has been made and look 
at where we have to go. 

In the last 18 months, we have passed a 
bill cutting the deficit by record amounts, re- 
ducing the Federal Government to its small- 
est point since John Kennedy was President, 
having 3 years of deficit reduction for the 
first time since Harry Truman was President, 
and it’s produced 3.8 million jobs and a 1.5 
percent drop in the unemployment rate. But 
we've got a long way to go. 

We've got a long way to go because mil- 
lions of Americans with disabilities could be 
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working and contributing if this society 
opened it to them. We are working up here 
to strengthen our American community. 
Congressman Brooks today is back in the 
Congress working on the crime bill, which 
will put more police officers on our streets 
and ban assault weapons and toughen sen- 
tences, but also give our children something 
to say yes to. There are billions of dollars 
there to invest in programs to get kids out 
of trouble before they are too far gone. It 
will rebuild our American community. But 
how can we be a community if millions of 
you are isolated from our common life and 
our common purposes? We can never be an 
American community. 

The Secretary of Education is working to 
implement the most important empower- 
ment agenda of all. Along with the Depart- 
ment of Health and Human Services and 
others, we are trying to implement a lifetime 
education system starting with Head Start for 
all children who need it and going through 
lifetime learning for people when they 
change jobs in the workplace. But how can 
this work unless you are part of the 
empowerment agenda of America, we will 
never be fully empowered. 

So, I say to you, if our job is to put people 
first, to rebuild the economy, to strengthen 
our communities, to empower our people, 
we cannot do that job unless you walk every 
step or ride every step or get there however 
you can. We need you, and without you we 
cannot do it. 

In this global economy, as the Secretary 
of Labor never tires of telling me, the only 
thing we have that nobody can take away 
from us is the mind and the heart and spirit 
of our people. That’s good news. It means 
the mind of our people and the spirit of our 
people can be used sometimes without lifting 
large weights or doing great physical labor. 
It means we can open the possibility of em- 
ployment to more people. But it also means 
if we really want to win for all Americans, 
we must believe and act on the premise that 
we do not have a person to waste. 

When I was first elected Governor—it 
seems like 100 years ago now—but back in 
the late seventies before the Americans with 
Disabilities Act came along, of the 50 or so 
people that worked in my office, three were 
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blind. I got to the point where I didn’t notice 
because they were just great employees. It 
struck me as crazy for them not to be part 
of a work force they could contribute to. 
Today I have had the honor of appointing 
44 outstanding people with disabilities to im- 
portant jobs in our Government, including 
Judy Heumann who’s here with me today, 
the Assistant Secretary for the Office of Spe- 
cial Education. She had to fight for her first 
job as a teacher. She’s fought for disability 
rights for her entire life. Now she’s fighting 
for the future of every child in America. I 
say that to make this point: We have not ap- 
pointed a single, solitary person because of 
their disability. They have all been appointed 
because of their ability to serve the American 
people. 

Why is this health care issue so important 
to this agenda? There are many reasons. 
We're the only country in the world that’s 
going backwards in health care coverage with 
an advanced economy. A few years ago, 88 
percent of our people were covered; now 
we're down to 83 percent. In the last 5 years 
alone, over 5 million Americans have lost 
their health insurance coverage. That is very 
troubling. We’re spending too much money 
to get too little, throwing billions of dollars 
away on paperwork and bureaucracy every 
year so that we don’t have the money we 
need. Look at this Cabinet behind me—to 
fight drugs, to take care of veterans’ health 
care needs, to build a transportation network 
for the 21st century, to spend on education 
and training programs, to spend on the needs 
of the poor and to fight crime. That’s just 
the Cabinet members behind me. Why? Be- 
cause we are holding all spending flat while 
health care spending explodes—not for new 
health care, more money for the same health 
care. 

But most of all, it is a human problem. 
The other day in western Pennsylvania, I was 
introduced by two women: one, a mother of 
five children who had become ill and she and 
her husband lost their health insurance and 
all their children; the other, a 62-year-old 
woman who had been a dairy farmer all of 
her life; 7-day-a-week work—no slacking in 
that business—and she finally had lost her 
health insurance at the time in her life when 
she needed it most. And if you look out at 
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this sea of people and all those whom you 
represent, the fact that the health insurance 
system of America discriminates against mil- 
lions of people because of their disabilities 
or because they have had serious illnesses 
or because they are too old when they switch 
jobs or when their employer gets in trouble, 
and the fact that it is wildly discriminatory 
against small business, which is creating most 
of the new jobs in this country but paying 
30 or 40 percent more for health insurance 
than those of us in Government or working 
for big businesses do—all these things are 
keeping us from putting every person’s tal- 
ents to use; and especially, especially, the dis- 
abled Americans who could be in the work 
force if their employers could afford to pro- 
vide them health insurance. 

The people who fought for the Americans 
with Disabilities Act understood that. They 
originally had health care reform in the Act, 
and it had to be dropped, because they knew 
that this bill would be delayed for years if 
it had to deal with the difficult and com- 
plicated and politically explosive issue of 
health care reform. But I tell you, my fellow 
Americans, now is the time to act and to go 
forward and to finish the work that was done 
in the beginning 6 years ago. 

Audience members. Now! Now! Now! 

The President. Now is the time. 

Audience members. Now! Now! Now! 

The President. There are those who say, 
“Well, we can just reform the insurance laws 
and say everybody’s entitled to insurance and 
everybody's entitled to take it from job to 
job and subsidize the poor more.” Let me 
tell you, if we do that, we will cut Medicare 
for the elderly. We'll do a little more for the 
poor in the short run; we'll do nothing to 
help people be part of the working middle 
class because what will happen is insurance 
premiums will go up, coverage will go down, 
small businesses on the margin will stop cov- 
ering, and people who wish to be part of the 
working middle class will have fewer, not 
more, opportunities to work and live to the 
fullest of their capacities. 

We do not want to create a system where 
the only way you can have health care is if 
you are poor and go on welfare, if you go 
to jail, if you go to work for a big employer 
or the Government, or you are wealthy. We 
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want a system that covers everybody so you 
can be what you want to be. 

Let me tell you that for over a year—and 
in my case, as a citizen of this country and 
when I was a Governor for now more than 
4 years—we have pursued every avenue; we 
have examined all evidence; we have solicited 
every suggestion for how to provide this kind 
of opportunity and security for all Americans. 
I have seen no one yet who has come up 
with a better idea than shared responsibility 
between employers and employees for pri- 
vate health insurance in our private health 
care system. It already works for most fami- 
lies; that’s the way most families are covered. 
And in the State of Hawaii, it works for all 
families. In Hawaii, for 20 years, there’s been 
a requirement for shared responsibility for 
private insurance between employers and 
employees. 

And whenever I bring this up, people say, 
“Well, yes Mr. President, but in Hawaii, ev- 
erybody goes there because they want a vaca- 
tion. It’s sunny and people are healthier 
there. Everything is more expensive there, 
so what difference does it make if health in- 
surance is more expensive? Everything costs 
more. 

Look at the facts. First of all, 20 percent 
of the people in the health system in Hawaii 
are poor native islanders. Secondly, health in- 
surance is the only thing in Hawaii that is 
not more expensive than anyplace else in 
America. It’s 30 percent cheaper for small 
businesses than the average cost of health in- 
surance in America because everybody pays 
and no one avoids their responsibility. And 
the people are healthier because they have 
primary and preventive care like the First 
Lady was talking about. 

As has been pointed out, somewhat em- 
barrassingly to them, there are many Amer- 
ican companies now in the forefront of the 
fight against universal coverage who provide 
coverage to all their employees when they 
open businesses in other countries, and they 
do just fine. And they can do just fine here, 
too. 

What is different about this moment imhis- 
tory? Well, I'll tell you what's different: For 
the first time ever, you have the American 
Medical Association 

Audience member. You're here. 
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The President. Thank you. Thank you. 
Somebody was whispering, “What's different 
at this moment in history is the President's 
crazy enough to take on this fight.” [Laugh- 
ter] 

No, what is different? This time the Amer- 
ican Medical Association, the American Asso- 
ciation of Family Practice, the pediatricians, 
the American Nurses Association, the medi- 
cal schools of the United States, the Amer- 
ican Association of Retired People, the AFL- 
CIO and an association literally, literally, of 
hundreds of thousands of small businesses 
and many of the biggest businesses in the 
country, as well as a majority of the American 
people, all have agreed that the best way to 
do this is to have employers and employees 
share the responsibility for buying private in- 
surance. 

Now, how are we going to do it? Let me 
say that I desperately want a bipartisan bill. 
I have reached out to members of the other 
party; this bill passed with a bipartisan major- 
ity. At one point, two dozen Republican Sen- 
ators supported Senator Chafee’s bill for uni- 
versal coverage. But every time I have 
reached out, they have moved further away. 
I feel like I keep reaching out. I wish we 
were in a car, and they would eventually run 
up against the door and have to come back 
to my way—(laughter|—because I keep 
reaching out. 

Let me say that 22 years ago—22 years 
ago—a Republican President, Richard 
Nixon, and one of the incumbent Republican 
Senators from Oregon, Robert Packwood, of- 
fered a bill to require employers and employ- 
ees to share the responsibility for private 
health insurance. If it was a good idea 22 
years ago, it is a better idea today when 
things have gotten more difficult in terms of 
cost and coverage, and we ought to do it. 

Now, let me say—you heard the Vice 
President with that quote from the Repub- 
lican consultants say, “Let’s send them home 
emptyhanded.” We've done that a lot, you 
know. We've done that a lot. It took 5 years 
to pass the ADA. When I showed up in town 
here, it had taken 7 years until we could fi- 
nally pass the Brady bill last year—7 years— 
7 years; 7 years until we could finally pass 
the family and medical leave law last year— 
very important to you; 7 years until we could 
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finally get the worldwide trade agreement 
that will add a half a million in America 
between now and the end of the decade. A 

lot of times, if you want bipartisan consensus 
on a tough issue, it takes forever. But I tell 
you, we date not wait longer. For 60 years, 
Presidents of both parties have known we 
should cover all Americans. We now see 

health care costs going up, and the only Gov- 
ernment spe nding going up is in health care 
while we are desperate ly trying to bring this 
deficit down and invest in our future. And 
we know that in only 5 years, 5 million Amer- 
icans have lost their coverage. 

We are at an historic moment. For the first 
time ever, there are bills on the floor of both 
Houses of the Congress that will give Ameri- 
cans health care. We must say we don’t care 
about politics. There are Democrats and Re- 
publicans and independents in this audience. 
There are people here today who voted for 
all three people who ran for President last 
time. I do not give a rip what your politics 
are, but I do want you to have health care 
so you can contribute to America’s future. 

Audience members. Health care 
Health care now ! 


now! 
! Health care now! 

The President. That’s right. Let me say 
this, I love these chants, but this is what often 
happens in our society: We're all here 
preaching to the saved. And I ask you—I ask 
you to go to the Congress with a simple mes- 
sage, and to go b back home to your commu- 
nities with a simple message. Let us discard 
politics. Let us put people first, and let our 
focus be simply this: What will work. 

I have no pride of authorship. Nothing 
would please me more than if somebody 
else’s name, 100 names, 400 names, 500 
names in both Houses of Congress would be 
on a health care bill, but we dare not do 
something which holds out false hopes. Let’s 
do what lt Let’s complete the work of 
the Americans with Disabilities Act. Let’s say 
to the whole world, this is one country that 
knows we don’t have a person to waste, and 
we're going into the next century with all of 
our people, arm-in-arm. 

God bless you. Thank you very much. 


NoTE: The President spoke at 11:08 a.m. on the 


South Lawn at the White House. 
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Champion 


Remarks Honorin 
Women’s Basketba 


bean of North Carolina 
Tar Heels 


July 27, 1994 


I apologize for being a little late. I've been 
on the phone with Members of the Congress, 
which I had to do. Senator Helms, Congress- 
man _ Valentine, Congressman Lancaster, 
Congressman Price; I think Congressman 
McMillan’s out there somewhere. Alex. It’s 
good to see all of you, ladies and gentlemen. 
It’s a great honor for me to have this basket- 
ball team here if only to see them all looking 
normal after I watched that incredible end 
to the championship game. The University 
of North Carolina women’s basketball team 
not only won its first national title this year 
but had the best record in the country and 
the school record, 33 wins. Coach Sylvia 
Hatchell broke the 400-career-victories mark 
and was named National Coach of the Year. 
But my guess is that—actually, I wanted to 
ask her this, whether when the team spray- 
painted her hair Carolina blue, it made it 
worthwhile, or she began to wonder. [Laugh- 
ter] 

I want to say, of course, a special word 
of congratulations to Charlotte Smith for that 
three-point shot. I can tell you I’ve been in 
a lot of tough fights myself around here and 
there have been a lot of times when I’ve 
looked around for somebody who could take 
that shot. [Laughter] And I want to congratu- 
late Tonya Sampson who I know has over- 
come some considerable personal challenges 
to be the leading scorer in Carolina women’s 
basketball history. 

I also want to say something that I have 
felt for a long time—and it’s appropriate this 
year because North Carolina women’s bas- 
ketball and soccer teams won the NCAA ti- 
tles, and so often in the past your men’s bas- 
ketball team has done so well—the thing I 
have always admired about the University of 
North Carolina is it’s been a place that em- 
phasized both academics and athletics and 
other extracurricular activities. And it’s dem- 
onstrated to the country that it is not nec- 
essary to make a choice, and that there’s 
something to be said for learning how to 
compete, to work on a team, to put aside 
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your own personal ambitions for what is best 
for a group, and that an institution like the 
University of North Carolina, which I had 
the opportunity to join in celebrating its 
200th birthday just a few months ago, can 
really set a standard for the entire country. 
And it’s something that I hope not only other 
colleges and universities will look at but our 
school systems as well. 

I get very concerned when I travel around 
the country and I see so many children grow- 
ing up in difficult circumstances and they’re 
going to schools that are no longer able to 
finance their team sports programs, their ath- 
letic programs, their music programs, the 
things that give children a chance to get out 
of themselves and reach beyond themselves 
and to grow and be part of something impor- 
tant. And I don’t believe those things should 
ever be held to be in conflict with or adverse 
to developing our intellectual faculties that 
God gave us. 

So the University of North Carolina is truly 
a symbol, it seems to me, of what our country 
ought to be striving for in the personal devel- 
opment of all of its students. And I’m espe- 
cially glad to see the triumph of the women 
athletes this year. It’s something that my wife 
and my daughter and my beloved mother, 
if she were still living, would always be very 
happy to see me here honoring today. 

I thank you all, and I congratulate you. 


Note: The President spoke at 2:50 p.m. in the 
East Room at the White House. In his remarks, 
he referred to Charlotte Smith, forward, and 
Tonya Sampson, guard, with the Tar Heels. 


Statement on Protection of Voting 
Rights 
July 27, 1994 


Over the past 30 years, the protection of 
voting rights, and the resulting increase in 
the number of minority representatives in 
Congress, has been a testament to our endur- 
ing democracy. Now, it is increasingly clear 
that a direct attack is being mounted on elec- 
toral districts that contain African-American 
or Hispanic population majorities. In the face 
of this attack, the position of this administra- 
tion is clear: We are committed to the gains 
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made by minority voters through enforce- 
ment of the Voting Rights Act. 

When the Voting Rights Act was passed 
in 1965 with support from Democrats and 
Republicans alike, it was properly viewed as 
central to our Nation’s efforts to eradicate 
racial discrimination. It seeks not only to in- 
crease the number of minority representa- 
tives, as important as that is. More fun- 
damentally, it ensures that minority voters 
have an opportunity to cast meaningful votes 
and to elect candidates of their choice, par- 
ticularly in those areas where politics are ra- 
cially or ethnically polarized. 

At my instruction, Attorney General Janet 
Reno and Assistant Attorney General for 
Civil Rights Deval L. Patrick are vigorously 
defending the congressional districts that are 
currently being challenged. Under their lead- 
ership the United States has either inter- 
vened as a party or become involved as a 
friend of the court in every one of these chal- 
lenges. Ironically, these districts are the most 
integrated congressional districts in the Na- 
tion. Under the leadership of Deval Patrick, 
the Justice Department’s Civil Rights Divi- 
sion is working hard to ensure that the Con- 
stitution has meaning for minority voters by 
making the case that these districts stay in- 
tact. I agree wholeheartedly that he should 
have all the resources necessary for that 
work. 

In the short-term, the fate of minority vot- 
ing rights is in the courts. In the long-term, 
if necessary, I will work with Attorney Gen- 
eral Reno and Members of Congress to enact 
legislation to clarify and reinforce the protec- 
tions of the Voting Rights Act. Inclusion of 
all Americans in the political process is not 
a luxury; it is central to our future as the 
world’s most vibrant democracy. 


Statement on the National Rural 
Conference 


July 27, 1994 


Rural America, which makes up a quarter 
of our population, is vital to the overall devel- 
opment of our Nation’s economy and future. 
This administration is committed to working 
closely with rural communities in tackling the 
important issues of jobs, trade, and the pres- 
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ervation of the family farm as our Nation en- 
ters the next century. 


NOTE: This statement was part of a White House 
press release announcing the National Rural Con- 
ference on December 1, 1994 


Remarks on Proposed Crime 
Legislation at the Department of 
Justice 


July 28, 1994 


Thank you very much, Chief Moose, for 
the introduction and for your lifetime of serv- 
ice to your community and for the wisdom 
of your words and your leadership. Thank 
you, Attorney General Reno, for the magnifi- 
cent work that you and the others here at 
the Justice Department have done on the 
crime bill. Thank you, Lee Brown, for the 
work you did to make sure that we had 
enough funds in the crime bill for drug pre- 
vention and drug education programs and 
drug treatment programs. Thank you, Sec- 
retary Bentsen, for the law e -nforcement work 
you do and the comments you made today. 
And I want to thank all of the Members of 
Congress who are here. I thank Senator 
Metzenbaum for letting Joe Biden get even 
with me by calling you in the midilhe of the 
night. [Laughte r] I thank you, Congressman 
Hughe »s. 1 thank you, Congressman Schauser, 
for on occasion being like a mad dog in deal- 
ing with these issues. I think you will be 
proud into a deep, old age for the work you 
have done on this crime bill, and I thank you, 
sir. 

And I cannot say enough about Chairman 
Brooks and Senator Biden. I like them both 
very much, and it’s not hard to figure out 
why when you hear them up here t talking. 
I ran completely out of my stash of donated 
cigars trying to get Jack Brooks to kee »p push- 
ing ahead with every aspect of the crime bill. 
[Laughter ] People always want to know, you 
know, what did the President give away to 
get this, that, or the other thing. All I gave 
away were mountains of onaendiie tears ‘eel 
donated cigars because Jack Brooks wanted 
this country to have a crime bill. Joe Biden, 
I think you could see by the visible way that 
he is moved by this, how important it is to 
him. And I am profoundly grateful to him 
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for that, and for what he said today. It is 
true that I called him at midnight, and that 
Joe asked him the next day if he remembered 
what the phone call was about. I wish I had 
asked him for a lot of other things, because 
I’m not sure he did. [Laughter] I could still 
make assertions about what we've talked 
about on that late night. 

I thank all of you here who have worked 
on this bill, all the representatives of law en- 
forcement and others who care about having 
a safer America. 

Because the conference was finished just 
before we started this event, this is truly an 
historic day. On the verge we are of a major 
victory for our country. It’s been a remark- 
able week for America. I think all of us have 
joined in the elation we felt when Israel and 
Jordan’s leaders came to this country and de- 
clared an end to their state of war and their 
intention to work together as friends, and 
took great pride in the role the United States 
played in bringing about that agreement. And 
then, less noticed but also important, the 
President of Russia made an announcement 
that by the end of August, for the first time 
since the end of World War II, all Russian 
troops would be gone from Germany and 
Central and Eastern Europe, and I’m proud 
of the role the United States has played in 
that endeavor. But I can’t help thinking today 
it would be even more important if we could 
bring peace to the streets and the children 
of the United States. 

The Vice President patted me on the back 
earlier this week when we were just sort of 
swelled up with happiness over the progress 
of things with Prime Minister Rabin and 
King’ Hussein and said, “You know, this is 
one of the reasons that you ran for Presi- 
dent.” 

But I can tell you, this is one of the reasons 
that I ran for President. Almost 20 years ago 
now I started my career in public life as attor- 
ney general of my State, being involved in 
the prosecution and the appeals of criminal 
cases, dealing with State police and defend- 
ing them when we got sued over first one 
thing then another. 

When I became Governor, I found myself 
in charge of a large and growing prison sys- 
tem, an overtaxed but dedicated State police, 
with the responsibilities to do everything 
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from trying to prevent crime to carrying out 
the death penalty. I have lived on a daily basis 
for most of my life in public service with law 
enforcement officials. I have been to the fu- 
nerals and to the homes of people who have 
been killed in the line of duty, repeatedly. 

I have done everything I could over all 
these years to learn what it is we could do 
together to make it easier for people in law 
enforcement to do their job, and most impor- 
tantly, to make it better for all of us to live 
in this country. Now, after nearly 6 years, 
congressional leaders and people in both par- 
ties have agreed on what will be the toughest, 
largest, and smartest Federal attack on crime 
in the history of the United States of Amer- 
ica. 

You know, it puts more police on the street 
and takes more guns off the street and takes 
more children off the street. It puts violent 
criminals behind bars and gives others the 
chance to avoid a life behind bars. Senator 
Biden and Chairman Brooks assure me this 
bill will be on my desk within days, and I 
assure you I will sign it into law without 
delay. 

I want to ask you just for a moment, be- 
cause most of what needs to be said about 
this bill has been said. But just for a moment, 
think about the meaning of this Act today 
in terms of what all of you want for America, 
even those of you in uniform, what you want 
as citizens, as fathers and mothers and hus- 
bands and wives and children, and what you 
want for your children. 

I got into this job I’m in because I was 
very worried that our country was going in 
the wrong direction, that our deficit was 
going up and our economy was going down, 
that we were increasing burdens on middle 
class Americans and reducing investment in 
them and their children. And I was very wor- 
ried that as we move toward the 21st century, 
after our Nation won the cold war, that we 
would not be able to keep the American 
dream alive. And it was obvious to me that 
to do that, we would have to rebuild our 
economy and rebuild our sense of commu- 
nity and our families and empower individ- 
uals to do a better job of taking responsibility 
for themselves. 

We tried to do that with a new economic 
policy to reduce the deficit and to give us 
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the smallest Federal Government in 30 years 
and 3 years of deficit reduction in a row for 
the first time since Harry Truman was Presi- 
dent and to increase investment in people 
and in trade, and it’s working. We've got 3.5 
million new jobs and a big drop in the unem- 
ployment rate. But if you think about it, even 
though the economy is going in the right di- 
rection, can we really hope—can we really 
hope to rebuild the economy, rebuild our 
sense of community, and empower individ- 
uals if we are frightened, if we are scared, 
if we are burdened by crime, if the highest 
rate of crime is now among people at their 
tenderest and most formative years, between 
the ages of 12 and 17 when we're trying to 
say, “Do this; do the right thing. You will 
be rewarded. You can have a good life. You 
can be a responsible parent. You can be a 
successful citizen”? 

Look at the cost of crime to the economy. 
Look at the cost of crime to our sense of 
community and to the idea that we are an 
American family. Look at the cost of crime 
to our efforts to empower every individual, 
including all these young people that are 
growing up in terribly difficult  cir- 
cumstances. 

Remember just a few things that I have 
tried to tell the American people—the 9- 
year-old boy in New Orleans who said, “I’m 
asking you nicely to do something about 
crime because I’m afraid I might be shot;” 
and 9 days after he sent me the letter, he 
was shot dead because he just happened to 
be in the wrong place; the immigrant waiter 
in New York City who said he loved being 
in America, but he didn’t like the fact that 
his son wasn’t free because he couldn’t go 
to school without his daddy walking him to 
school, and couldn’t walk across the street 
and play in the park without somebody being 
there. And he asked me to make his son free. 

All the other goals we seek for ourselves, 
in our families, for our children, in our work- 
places, and for our great Nation, depend at 
bottom on our being able to live together 
with certain clear assumptions that, even 
though we are very different, we are different 
by race, we are different by religion, we are 
different by politics, there are a few basic 
things that will always hold us together, be- 
ginning with the fundamental respect for law, 
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order, and our fellow human beings. And it 
is vanishing in too many places today. 

Now, you have already heard this, but I 
have to say it again: For nearly 6 years this 
bill has been debated over and over again. 
Oh, the details have changed from time to 
time and when I was elected, I had some 
very specific ideas that I hoped would be in 
here, and you heard Senator Biden talk about 
his conviction about violence against women. 
And then in the 11th hour a few more good 
things were added. But for 6 years, the Con- 
gress has been trying to fashion a response 
to crime. 

Most of the time the deliberation of Con- 
gress is a good thing, I suppose, but there 
are times in the history of a country when 
you just have to stop deliberating and act. 
And at a time like this when the world is 
changing so very fast, I think we really have 
to ask ourselves whether we can afford to 
take 6 years on a matter of this moment. 
Well, now it is done. 

The most important thing about this crime 
bill, besides its specifics, which are very im- 
portant, is what the chief said. He used the 
word “holistic.” If you’re a chief of police 
you can use that; if you’re a politician they 
tell you it looks kind of funny to say a word 
like that because people aren’t sure what it 
means. [Laughter] And if you’re President, 
they tell you not to say it because you should 
never use a word that anybody’s confused 
about. But what it means is to go beyond 
old ways of thinking and false choices. Are 
we going to be tough, or are we going to 
be compassionate? Are we going to go after 
criminals, or are we going to go after guns? 
These debates have divided us for too long 
while children died. 

And the real achievement of the Congress 
at this moment is that they are going beyond 
those old ways of thinking. They are reaching 
for a new consensus that reflects the world 
we are living in and that recognizes the abso- 
lutely horrendous conditions in which a lot 


of our younger people are living and the need . 


to be very, very firm but very, very smart 
about the road ahead, its difficulties, and its 
challenges. 

We had to argue with a lot of people to 
get this bill. We had to fight with the NRA 
over the assault weapons ban, but we guaran- 
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teed over 600 hunting and sporting weapons 
free from Government interference. I would 
argue that both things were the right thing 
to do. We had almost unanimous consent, 
finally, for the idea that children should not 
be in the possession of handguns unless they 
are under the supervision of an appropriate 
adult. 

We have a measure in here that we haven’t 
talked much about to make our schools safer. 
If a child is not safe in school, how can the 
Republic go forward when we need edu- 
cation as the basis for our future? We had 
to fight with some of the folks in our party 
who thought that our approach on punish- 
ment was a little too tough. Then we had 
to fight with some folks in the other party 
who thought our approach on rehabilitation 
and prevention was a little too soft or too 
generous. 

I want to say this: The prevention money 
in this bill is there for one reason—and I 
want this on the public record now—not be- 
cause the President wanted it, although I did; 
not because the Attorney General wanted it, 
although she did; not because the drug direc- 
tor or the chairman of the Senate committee 
or the chairman of the House committee 
wanted it, although they did. The prevention 
money is in this bill because the law enforce- 
ment officials of the United States said, “We 
cannot jail our way out of this crisis. We've 
got to give our kids something to say yes to 
and a future.” You told us to put it in there, 
and that is why it is in there. 

So we have had a lot of arguments—but 
that is the essence of democracy—and we 
have gone beyond these categories that kept 
this bill bottled up, fights over ideas, fights 
over interest. We put the people of this coun- 
try first again, and we focused on what they 
needed. Now I say to you: Let’s not forget 
that the bill is not law. It has been voted 
out of a conference committee. The House 
must vote a rule to permit it to come to the 
vote. Then the House and the Senate must 
Pass it. 

It is urgent that we send the message out 
of this meeting that not only the law enforce- 
ment community but the American people 
want a 20 percent increase in the police 
forces in this country, 100,000 police, that 
you want the tougher punishment, that you 
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want the capacity for imprisonment, that you 
want the prevention funds, that you want the 
assault weapons ban, that you want the ban 
on teenagers owning guns, that you want the 
protection for women against violence, that 
you want the schools to be safer, that you 
believe it makes sense because it deals with 
the problem in a human, intelligent, and firm 
way. And it gives us a chance to come to- 
gether again as a people. Let’s go pass the 
bill. 
Thank you, and God bless you all. 


Note: The President spoke at approximately 
11:30 a.m. in the Great Hall. In his remarks, he 
referred to Charles Moose, chief of police, Seattle, 
WA. 


Letter to Congressional Leaders 
Transmitting the Report on 
International Exchange and Training 
Activities 

July 28, 1994 


Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. Chairman:) 

As required by section 229(a) of the For- 
eign Relations Authorization Act, Fiscal 
Years 1994 and 1995 (Public Law 103-236), 
I am submitting the enclosed report on Fed- 
erally-funded international exchange pro- 
grams together with an analysis of the objec- 
tives of these programs and the extent to 
which the objectives of some of these pro- 
grams are similar. Copies of the Fiscal Year 
1993 report, International Exchange and 
Training Activities of the U.S. Government, 
prepared by the United States Information 
Agency (USIA) are enclosed. 

United States Government educational, 
cultural, scientific, and professional exchange 
programs enhance communication and un- 
derstanding between the United States and 
other societies. They are among the most ef- 
fective tools to achieve long and intermediate 
range objectives of U.S. foreign policy. In 
Fiscal Year 1993, the Federal Government 
supported more than 105,000 international 
exchange participants at a cost of $1.4 billion. 

Among the numerous categories of ex- 
change activities, we have identified two in 
which similar programs are administered by 
different agencies: overseas foreign language 
and area studies undertaken by American 
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citizens and the exchanges related to the en- 
couragement of democratic processes. The 
programs in foreign language and area stud- 
ies abroad by Americans, as currently legis- 
lated, are managed by the Department of 
Defense, the Department of Education, the 
Department of State, the National Endow- 
ment for the Humanities, the Japan-U.S. 
Friendship Commission, and USIA. The pro- 
grams are identified in the attachment to this 
letter. In the second category in which we 
have identified similar programs, democracy 
exchanges, subtleties of defining and measur- 
ing objectives require additional time for 
analysis. This will be done by October 31. 

In an environment of funding constraints, 
it is important that international exchange 
programs be administered in a manner that 
ensures clarity of objectives and cost effec- 
tiveness. To help plan and better coordinate 
exchange activities, I have instructed the Di- 
rector of USIA to convene periodic meetings 
of the major exchange-sponsoring depart- 
ments and agencies. I have also asked rel- 
evant agencies to submit appropriate data to 
the USIA Director prior to these meetings. 

My Administration will continue to work 
closely with the Congress to realize our 
shared goals of improving efficiency and re- 
ducing costs. 

Sincerely, 


William J. Clinton 


Norte: Identical letters were sent to Thomas S. 
Foley, Speaker of the House of Representatives, 
and Claiborne Pell, chairman, Senate Committee 
on Foreign Relations. 


Nomination for Three Federal 
Judges 
July 28, 1994 


The President today announced the nomi- 
nation of Diana E. Murphy to serve on the 
United States Court of Appeals for the 
Eighth Circuit. The President also named the 
following two individuals to serve on the 
Federal district bench: Dominic J. Squatrito 
for the District of Connecticut and Shira A. 
Scheindlin for the Southern District of New 
York. 

“These nominees have demonstrated out- 
standing legal ability and a commitment to 
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justice for all,” the President said. “I am sure 
they will be of great service to our Nation’s 
courts.” 


Norte: Biographies of the nominees were made 
available by the Office of the Press Secretary. 


Remarks Announcing Further 
Assistance to Rwandan Refugees and 
an Exchange With Reporters 


July 29, 1994 


The President. Good morning. In the past 
week the United States has taken significant 
steps to alleviate the problems in Rwanda 
and the suffering, the terrible suffering, of 
the refugees. We have delivered more than 
1,300 tons of equipment, food, water, and 
medicine. We have increased safe water pro- 
duction and distribution from nothing to 
100,000 gallons a day. 

This relief effort is the most difficult and 
complex the world has faced in decades. I 
want to commend all those in the field who 
are facing the frustrations and the heroic 
challenges. 

The United States must do more. Today 
I have requested that Congress immediately 
provide $320 million in emergency relief as- 
sistance. I commend Chairman Obey, Chair- 
man Byrd, Senator Leahy, and their col- 
leagues for their swift action yesterday in 
support of the initial $50 million of these 
funds. If Congress approves the balance of 
our request, this would bring total United 
States assistance since April to almost half 
a billion dollars. 

To monitor our on-the-ground activities in 
the refugee camps I have asked Secretary 
Perry to visit the region this weekend and 
to make an immediate report to me upon 
his findings. We are urgently reviewing 
whether to open a new airfield in Kigali in 
Rwanda to help deliver supplies that are 
being held up because of the limited airport 
capacity in Zaire. 

Let me be clear about this. Any deploy- 
ment of United States troops inside Rwanda 
would be for the immediate and the sole pur- 
pose of humanitarian relief, not for peace- 
keeping. 

The men and women of our Armed Forces 
have responded to this tragedy with vigor and 
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speed. They have already met the goals we 
set out last week. The Entebbe air hub is 
operating around the clock. The Goma air- 
port is capable of operating 24 hours a day. 
Transportation between airfields and the ref- 
ugee camps is vastly improved, and as I 
noted, we are expanding water supplies as 
quickly as we possibly can. 

The United States is also working hard 
with the United Nations High Commissioner 
for Refugees to create conditions that are 
necessary for the refugees to return home 
to Rwanda. Assistant Secretary of State 
George Moose will be traveling again to 
Kigali this weekend to continue his talks with 
the new leadership, and we are hopeful that 
more refugees will be returning soon. That 
is the only solution ultimately to this humani- 
tarian tragedy. 

Yesterday I met with representatives of the 
world’s private relief organizations, whose 
employees and volunteers have converged on 
the refugee camps. The American people 
should know about the remarkable skill and 
compassion they bring to their work. But 
they, too, need more assistance to continue. 
And I appeal to all Americans to reach out 
in the form of private contributions to these 
relief efforts so that more people can be kept 
alive. 

Working together with the international 
community, both public and private, I be- 
lieve we are making progress in the battle 
against suffering and death on the borders 
of Rwanda. The United States will not cease 
its efforts until the dying stops and the refu- 
gees have returned. This is our mission; we 
must continue it until it’s accomplished. 

Before I close, I’d also like to say a word 
about the terrible wildfires that are burning 
in the West. As of this morning, we had re- 
ports of 320 fires burning in seven States. 
The Interagency Fire Command Center in 
Boise reports that the Federal Government 
has mobilized more than 330 fire crews and 
more than 200 fire engines, helicopters, and 
air tankers. Two battalions of marines have 
begun training today and will be deployed 
to fight the fires as soon as possible. Our 
hearts go out to all those who have been dis- 
placed or who have lost property in these 
fires. 
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The Federal Government will continue to 
monitor the situation closely, to marshal the 
necessary resources, and to coordinate the 
firefighting efforts. This is a deeply troubling 
development, but we will do all we can to 
help them deal with it. 

Now Id like to turn the briefing over to 
the National Security Adviser, Mr. Lake, and 
to General Shalikashvili to discuss the oper- 
ations in Rwanda in greater detail, and to 
answer whatever questions you have. 

Q. How do you feel about the French 
going—Rwanda, Mr. President? 

Q. What about mission creep? 

Q. How many troops would have to go if 
there are troops that have to go to Kigali, 
Mr. President? 

The President. You've asked me three 
questions. I want to let General Shalikashvili 
respond to Andrea’s [Andrea Mitchell, NBC 
News] question. 

I don’t think that—mission creep is not 
a problem here. And General Shalikashvili 
will explain why that is. We've had a long 
talk—we just completed about an hour and 
45 minutes national security principals meet- 
ing this morning. And I do not believe that 
that is a problem. 

With regard to—the French will have to 
make whatever decision they make. But I do 
believe you will have large numbers of peo- 
ple contributing to this humanitarian effort. 
I was most deeply moved when we met yes- 
terday at some length, and the General and 
Mr. Lake and others briefed the representa- 
tives of the nongovernmental organizations. 
I am deeply moved by the number of volun- 
teer organizations, many of them American 
citizens who are there working. I think every- 
one knows this is a humanitarian effort, and 
it will be kept at that. 


Note: The President spoke at 11:15 a.m. in the 
Briefing Room at the White House. In his re- 
marks, he referred to Sadako Ogata, United Na- 
tions High Commissioner for Refugees. 
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Remarks and a Question-and-Answer 
Session by Satellite with the Unity ’94 
Convention in Atlanta, Georgia 


July 29, 1994 


The President. Thank you, Connie. I want 
to add my congratulations to Nancy Maynard 
and to say hello to my friend, Wilma 
Mankiller, and to all of you in Atlanta at the 
Unity ’94 Convention. 

I want to say a special word of congratula- 
tions, too, to the four minority journalist asso- 
ciations meeting together for the first time 
at this groundbreaking occasion. I must say 
that all of us have heard a lot about your 
meeting and have been following it with 
great interest. 

We’re living in an extraordinary time when 
people in America and all across the world 
are searching for common ground and new 
solutions in a time of change. This has been 
a great week for America. The King of Jordan 
and the Prime Minister of Israel shared the 
stage on the White House lawn, opened a 
new era of dialog and cooperation between 
their people. At the same time, halfway 
around the world, the President of Russia 
made an announcement that by the end of 
August, for the first time since the end of 
World War II, all Russian troops would be 
gone from Germany and Central and Eastern 
Europe, a significant goal of our policy with 
Russia over the last year and a half. 

Over and over, we have learned from expe- 
riences like these that people can transcend 
great historical, political, and cultural obsta- 
cles in the name of progress of humanity. 
And we've also learned that here at home, 
the American people are our greatest asset 
as we try to meet the challenges of the com- 
ing ‘century. All of us can take pride that 
we've helped Arabs and Israelis and other 
former enemies to bridge their own dif- 
ferences. But their examples must also in- 
spire us to strengthen our own sense of com- 
munity and to celebrate the rich diversity of 
the American culture. 
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The job of your associations is to see that 
more Americans of diverse backgrounds, 
races and ethnic heritage have an equal 
chance in journalism. It’s also to make sure 
that the Nation sees the faces and hears the 
voices of non-white Americans whose ideas 
and achievements too often are ignored. 

And my job here in Washington is to en- 
sure that every citizen has an equal chance 
at the American dream. I’ve said it many 
times, and I firmly believe that we don’t have 
a single person to waste, that every person, 
no matter what his or her background, has 
an idea, a vision, an opinion to share that 
can enrich our Nation. That’s why I’ve been 
fighting to create new opportunities for peo- 
ple who work hard, take responsibility, try 
to make something of their lives. I believe 
everybody has something to give, and we 
have to make it possible for everyone to give 
his or her best. 

One of my proudest accomplishments as 
President is the people I have appointed to 
serve in this administration. If you look at 
the top positions in the White House and 
the Cabinet today, you will see the most able, 
talented group ever assembled. These ap- 
pointees also happen to make up the most 
diverse administration in the history of our 
Republic. 

If you look at our nominations to the Fed- 
eral bench, you will see that a higher percent- 
age of them have been rated “well qualified” 
by the American Bar Association than in any 
previous administration since these rankings 
have been made. A majority of those ap- 
pointees are people of color and women, not 
a minority but a majority for the first time 
ever. 

None of these people were chosen because 
they were African-American or Hispanic or 
Asian-American or American Indian or be- 
cause they were women. They were selected 
because they were the best qualified for the 
job. And they are proof that the American 
dream is still alive and within reach of those 
who choose to pursue it. 

Still, we can’t ignore the burdens and bar- 
riers that prevent too many of our people 
from moving forward in their lives still today. 
It is our job to renew the American dream. 
I sought the Presidency because I was wor- 
ried that our country was going in the wrong 
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direction. The deficit was going up; the econ- 
omy was on the decline. Washington was 
placing heavier and heavier burdens on the 
backs of middle class Americans, and we 
were coming apart when we ought to be 
coming together. 

I believed then and I believe now that our 
job in this time is to restore the economy, 
rebuild our sense of community, empower 
individuals to take responsibility for their 
own lives, and put Government on the side 
of ordinary Americans. In just 18 months 
we've begun to renew that American dream. 
Our economic strategy will produce the 
smallest Federal bureaucracy in 30 years and 
3 years in a row of deficit reduction for the 
first time since Harry Truman was President, 
while providing tax cuts for 15 million work- 
ing American families and millions of small 
businesses. 

What’s been the result of this economic 
strategy? Well, the economy has created 3.8 
million new jobs; inflation is the lowest in 
two decades. Just today we’ve seen more evi- 
dence that this strategy is working. Today’s 
report shows that the gross domestic product 
of the United States grew at a very impressive 
rate of 3.7 percent in the last quarter while 
inflation remained low. 

And more important, we’re reaching out 
with greater energy and compassion to re- 
sponsible working families who too often 
have to struggle to make ends meet. Already 
in just a year and a half, through the increase 
of the earned-income tax credit, 15 million 
working parents have been able to get lower 
income taxes to encourage them to stay in 
the work force and to be good parents with- 
out having to go on welfare. We've made it 
easier for millions and millions of young peo- 
ple to get college loans by making those loans 
available with lower interest rates and more 
flexible repayment schedules. We've estab- 
lished more job training and school-to-work 
apprenticeships to help young people who 
aren't going to college find and keep good 
jobs. We've sought tax incentives and grant 
money to stimulate economies in needy 
areas, through things like our empowerment 
zones and enterprise communities and new 
community development banks, the reform 
of the Community Reinvestment Act and 
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making low income housing credits perma- 
nent. 

Some of these achievements, to be sure, 
have come easier than others. But I knew 
when I asked for this job that progress would 
not always be easy and that we'd have to fight 
for the kind of change that we need. Very 
often it takes years to get things done—the 
Brady bill, 7 years; the family leave law, 7 
years; years for motor voter. But these things 
all work because these things together and 
the efforts we are making have brought us 
toa pivotal, exciting moment in our history. 

If you just think about what’s happened 
this week alone it’s been remarkable for our 
Nation: on the verge of an historic victory 
in the toughest, largest, smartest Federal at- 
tack on crime in the history of the United 
States; not only making peace in the Middle 
East but trying to bring more peace to the 
families and children of America. Just think 
for a minute about what this crime bill means 
for all of us as citizens, for us as mothers 
and fathers, husbands and wives and chil- 
dren. Look at the cost of crime to our econ- 
omy. Look at the cost of crime to our sense 
of community and to the idea that we are 
an American family, to our sense of personal 
freedom; the cost of crime to our efforts to 
empower every individual, including too 
many young people who are growing up in 
terribly difficult circumstances. 

Crime is holding too many of us back from 
reaching the American dream, splintering 
families, making people afraid of their neigh- 
bors, interfering with our children’s edu- 
cation, robbing us of our literal sense of per- 
sonal freedom. No matter what other goals 
we seek for ourselves and our families and 
our children and for our country, we simply 
have to be able to live together with a shared 
respect for law and order and civility. 

The most important thing about this crime 
bill is that it creates a whole new way of 
thinking about how to deal with crime, one 
that doesn’t pit one group of Americans 
against another. It doesn’t ask us to make 
a false choice between tough punishment 
and strong prevention. It calls for a sensible 
balance between the two. It doesn’t ask us 
to make a false choice between going after 
criminals and going after guns. It recognizes 
that those sorts of debates divided us for too 
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long while more and more children were 
dying on our streets. 

The crime bill strengthens the police, our 
system of punishment, and our means of pre- 
vention. It will put 100,000 more police on 
our streets, a 20-percent increase in the num- 
ber of police officers patrolling our neighbor- 
hoods. More police trained and properly de- 
ployed means lower crime and prevention. 
The bill includes a ban on assault-style weap- 
ons, something few people ever dreamed 
would be accomplished. It includes a ban on 
ownership of handguns by minors. It will 
send a strong message to criminals that be- 
havior that is criminal and repeated will not 
be tolerated and that punishment will be 
tough and swift. And it will invest $9 billion 
in crime prevention over the next 6 years, 
something that law enforcement officers in 
every State and city asked us to do so that 
we could give young people more safe places 
to go, more positive role models, more op- 
portunities to fulfill themselves in healthy 
constructive ways. And we have a program 
to make our schools safe so that our children 
can learn again in the absence of fear. 

For 6 years, this crime bill was debated 
over and over again. Why is it about to suc- 
ceed? Because after intense argument and 
disagreement, a majority of people were able 
to find common ground. They were able to 
put people over politics. Now, I want Con- 
gress to put this bill on my desk within 2 
weeks so that I can sign it before our children 
go back to school. 

Now, if you think 6 years was long enough 
to wait for a crime bill, then surely we can 
all agree that 60 years is far too long to wait 
before all American are guaranteed health 
security that can never be taken away. And 
health security, after all, is another crucial 
piece of the American dream. 

Many people across our country know 
what it’s like to dig and scrape all their lives 
to have the opportunities that you’ve been 
given and that you've earned. If you’re like 
me, you actually know somebody without 
health insurance or somebody at risk of los- 
ing their health insurance. You know some- 
body whose coverage is so meager, they avoid 
the doctor because it costs too much. You 
know people who are eager to work but are 
trapped in the welfare system because it’s 
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the only way they can be assured of health 
care coverage for their children. We know 
these people because there are millions and 
millions of them out there, people who strug- 
gle all their lives and play by the rules so 
that they can move forward, make progress, 
build security for their families only to be 
knocked off the ladder because of the pink 
slip, the catastrophic illness, or a simple 
change in jobs. 

Indeed, we’re moving in the wrong direc- 
tion in our health care system. We’re moving 
in the wrong direction when 5 million hard- 
working people, people with jobs, have lost 
their insurance in the last 5 years. Indeed, 
there’s a smaller percentage of Americans in- 
sured today than there were 10 years ago. 

Ever since I began pushing for reform, I’ve 
made it clear that I was open to suggestions 
about how to achieve it. I’ve listened to con- 
cerns about the approach we originally pro- 
posed. And in response to what all kinds of 
Americans told us, I’ve agreed that we should 
modify that approach to make it simpler, less 
bureaucratic, more flexible, to do more for 
small business. But I remain committed, and 
I hope all of you will be committed to giving 
every American health security, health that 
is guaranteed in law. 

We must have a system, I believe, where 
everyone shares responsibility, a private sys- 
tem that works. That is certainly what the 
vast majority of Americans want, because 
today the hardworking middle class Ameri- 
cans have that kind of coverage. 

Today we’ve moved a step closer to health 
care security. The House Speaker, Tom 
Foley, and the Majority Leader, Dick Gep- 
hardt, said they would put forward a bill that 
achieves universal coverage and controls 
costs. They've met their goal and the goal 
of the American people in doing that. The 
House bill tells the American people that 
they have been heard. It is simpler, more 
flexible, more sensitive to small business. 
Gone is the bureaucracy they didn’t like. Pro- 
tections for small businesses have been 
strengthened. The bill is being phased in 
over a longer period of time. All Americans 
can keep their health plan and their doctor, 
and everybody will have coverage. 

We know from experiences across the 
country that this will work. We also know 
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what doesn’t work. We have seen in State 
after State that if you have insurance reforms 
that sound very good without expanding to 
universal coverage, what is usually going to 
happen is that the cost of insurance goes up 
and then people’s options for health care or 
even the number of people with health insur- 
ance, go down. But we also know from look- 
ing at the example of Hawaii that a private 
system of universal coverage in which em- 
ployers and employees share responsibility 
for paying for private insurance premiums 
will not only control costs but will also lead 
to greater coverage and a healthier popu- 
lation. 

We know it can be done. After all, in Ha- 
waii, nearly everything is more expensive 
than any place else in the United States, but 
health care premiums for small business are 
30 percent cheaper. Now, after 60 years of 
waiting, after 14 years in which costs have 
been going up dramatically, after a decade 
in which more and more Americans are los- 
ing coverage instead of getting coverage— 
and most of those who lose their insurance 
are working people—it’s time to say to every 
American, if you change jobs, if you get sick, 
if you’re laid off, if your child has a serious 
illness, you will always be able to afford 
health care as a citizen of the richest nation 
on Earth. 

Tomorrow I’m going to Independence, 
Missouri, to Harry Truman’s hometown, to 
talk about health care. Harry Truman was 
a man of great decency, common sense, and 
courage who believed that America would be 
much stronger if every American had health 
security. He was right. And he fought hard 
for it, though he didn’t succeed. And because 
he was right, President after President, Presi- 
dents of both parties have fought for that 
goal. Well, now it’s up to us to fulfill their 
vision and once again to renew the American 
dream. It’s time to build on our economic 

rogress, build on the success of the crime 
bill, build on the progress we’re making to- 
ward world peace, and take this next critical 
step by passing real, substantive health care 
reform. That is the challenge our generation 
faces today. And it is our great opportunity. 

Thank you very much. 


[At this point, the moderator thanked the 
President and invited participants to ask 
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questions. A participant then asked about 
proposed Native American gaming legisla- 
tion. | 


The President. Well, I’m not familiar with 
all the details of the gaming law. Let me say 
this. I have worked hard with Secretary Bab- 
bitt to work with the Native American tribes 
throughout the country: 


[At this point there was a problem with the 
satellite transmission. | 


Have you lost my sound? 

Q. Yes, we did. Can you continue? We can 
hear you now, Mr. President. 

The President. Okay, let’s try again. 

I said I’m not familiar with the details of 
the legislation. I can tell you that for the last 
18 months, Secretary Babbitt, on my behalf, 
has worked hard to try to work through the 
Indian gaming issue, to be supportive of the 
tribes, to protect and promote their legiti- 
mate rights, and also to urge that the income 
from gaming be used to diversify the eco- 
nomic activities of the tribes and to strength- 
en economic possibilities for Native Ameri- 
cans over the long run. 

So I’m going to do my best to do that. 
As you know, there are a lot of thorny con- 
troversies between the States. A lot of States 
feel pressure to expand gaming beyond the 
reach of the Native American groups, and 
this has been a very difficult issue. But I think 
that our administration has worked very 
closely with the tribes. And I think we have 
shown our good faith in trying to protect 
these activities. We will continue to do so. 

I am not familiar with the specifics of the 
law, so I can’t comment on that. I’m SOrTy. 


Multiethnic Media Coverage 


[A participant asked how the President 
thought that the lack of diversity in the 
Washington press corps apes coverage of 
a multiethnic America. | 


The President. I’m not sure that I can 
answer that question. And I am fairly sure 
that if I do, my answer will be blown all out 
of proportion to anything else I say today. 
But let me say that I believe that all of us 
in positions of responsibility with influence 
should strive make our decisions through a 
process that involves all the American peo- 
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ple, their insights, their understanding, their 
experience and it takes advantage of their tal- 
ents. That’s why I’ve worked so hard to have 
the most diverse administration in American 
history. And I believe we have proved be- 
yond question that you can have diversity and 
excellence. That’s another one of those false 
choices people are always trying to put on 
the American people. 

So if it is true for the United States Gov- 
ernment, it ought to be true for the American 
press as well. I don’t think I should say more 
than that, but I think that ought to be enough 
to say. 


Health Care Reform 


[A participant asked how we could vaccinate 
all the children in the country if health care 
reform did not include undocumented aliens. | 


The President. Undocumented workers 
would not receive under our plan a health 
security card unless they had jobs anyway, 
so they got it because they were in the work- 
place. But under our plan we have a signifi- 
cant expansion in funds for public health 
units which are open to all people today and 
where a lot of the vaccinations, for example, 
are done today. 

In my State, over 80 percent of our chil- 
dren, including even upper middle class chil- 
dren are vaccinated through the public 
health units. So what we attempted to do to 
deal with this clear and present problem in 
the United States is to have a substantial in- 
crease in funding for public health and to 
do outreach so that we can vaccinate all the 
children and give basic health services to the 
children who are within the United States. 


Racism 


[A participant asked if the administration 
plans to confront the issue of racism in Amer- 
ica. | 

The President. Well first, let me say that 
I don’t agree with the characterization there. 
If you look at the work that the Civil Rights 
Division of the Justice Department has done, 
it’s been more active than any civil rights divi- 
sion in a generation under the leadership of 
Duval Patrick. Look at the Denny’s settle- 
ment. Look at a lot of the other issues in 
which they have been involved. 
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If you look at the work that Henry 
Cisneros did in highlighting and directly con- 
fronting the problems in Vidor, Texas, in 
public housing, if you look at the work that 
we have done in trying to involve at the grass- 
roots level community groups of minorities 
in things like developing the empowerment 
zone concepts, the community development 
banks, I think it is plain that this is an admin- 
istration that is committed to stamping out 
racism, both in a negative sense by standing 
up to it and in a positive sense by working 
to bring people together to overcome it. 

If you can think of anything else I can and 
should do, I would be glad to have your rec- 
ommendations and your suggestions. But the 
idea of stamping out racism, in my view, per- 
meates everything I do. When I try to give 
kids a better life, a safer street, a better fu- 
ture, and I keep telling the American people 
we don’t have anyone to waste, we’ve got to 
have everybody in here together—one of the 
earlier questions referred to how the admin- 
istration—or what my opinion was about the 
way things were covered given the makeup 
of the press—I have been repeatedly criti- 
cized by various sources in this town for try- 
ing to be more diverse and try to reach out 
and to achieve greater diversity, although no 
one has ever said that we couldn’t have excel- 
lence and diversity at the same time. 

So I am trying to build the fight against 
racism into everything we do, both in a posi- 
tive and negative sense. But I will say again, 
if anybody there—not just you, Dorothy, but 
anybody has any other suggestions about 
what I can do, I would be happy to hear 
them, and I will do my best to respond. 


Health Care Reform 
Q. If Congress passes a bill that fails to 


include some mechanism for universal cov- 
erage, will you sign it or veto it, yes or no? 

The President. Well, what I have said is 
that we have to achieve universal coverage. 
The fight now is over how best to do it. And 
what I have to tell you is there is a big argu- 
ment about whether it can be achieved in 
any way other than the way I have proposed. 
I will not sign a bill that I think makes a 
false promise to the people of the United 
States. We have got to sign a bill that 
achieves full coverage for the American peo- 
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ple. If you don’t do it, you can’t contain costs, 
you can’t give the breaks that small business 
needs over the long run. You can’t achieve 
these things. 

So, yes, if Congress passes a bill that is 
different from the one I originally proposed, 
would I veto it? It depends on whether it 
achieves full coverage. If it is a credible at- 
tempt to do that, then I’m open to it. But 
it must be a credible, credible bill to do that. 

And that’s the only thing I ask all of you 
to focus on now. Instead of letting the politi- 
cal rhetoric control this debate on health 
care, let us ask simply what will work. 

The other day—let me just give you this 
in closing because this is very important, and 
if I don’t achieve anything else today in this 
conversation that I've had with you, which 
I’ve enjoyed immensely, if I can achieve 
agreement with you on this, it would be 
something profound to me. This is a very 
complicated issue, health care. I have studied 
it for years and years. But the more complex 
it gets, the more you understand that in the 
end it comes down to some simple choices. 
In every nation that has covered everybody 
quality health care can be provided at lower 
costs than in the United States, the only na- 
tion that doesn’t cover everybody. 

So what I ask us all to do, as others come 
forward with their ideas and bend over back- 
wards to avoid what I think we should do, 
which is to require all employers and employ- 
ees to take responsibility through private in- 
surance, let us ask: Will it work? We are 
going in the wrong direction. We are losing 
coverage and exploding cost. I am not going 
to sign a bill that I think perpetrates these 
problems on the American people. 

If someone else can figure out how to get 
universal coverage in a different way than I 
have achieved it, I would be open to that. 
I have not seen it yet. That’s why the Amer- 
ican Medical Association, the National Medi- 
cal Association, the American Nurses. Asso- 
ciation, other physicians’ groups, and huge 
numbers of businesses and consumer groups 
have endorsed our approach. 

So that’s what we ought to be doing. We 
shouldn't be trying to get ourselves into word 
games now about what mechanism is appro- 
priate. The only test is what works. And | 
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know my plan will work if we share respon- 
sibility and cover everybody. 
Thank you very much. 


Note: The President spoke at 1:20 p.m. from 
Room 459 of the Old Executive Office Building. 
In his remarks, he referred to Connie Chung, 
luncheon emcee; Nancy Maynard, cofounder, 
Maynard Institute; and Wilma Mankiller, chief, 
Sioux nation. 


Statement on Action in the House of 
Representatives on Health Care 
Reform Legislation 


July 29, 1994 


Hard working middle class Americans 
have moved a step closer to real health secu- 
rity today. House Speaker Foley and Majority 
Leader Gephardt said they would put for- 
ward a bill that achieves universal coverage 
and controls costs. They have met their goal 
and the goal of the American people. 

The House bill tells the American people 
that they have been heard. The bill is sim- 
pler, more flexible, and more sensitive to the 
needs of small business. Gone is the bureauc- 
racy they didn’t like. Protections for small 
businesses have been strengthened. And the 
bill is being phased in over a longer period. 
All Americans can keep their health plan and 
doctor, and everyone will have coverage. 

The bill also recognizes that shared re- 
sponsibility is the best way to achieve univer- 
sal coverage. It works. Building on the cur- 
rent system where 9 out of 10 Americans re- 
ceive private insurance through the work- 
place just makes sense. It works abroad, and 
it’s supported here at home by the AMA, 
AARP, AFL-CIO, hundreds of thousands of 
big and small businesses and a majority of 
the American people. 

Speaker Foley, Majority Leader Gephardt, 
the committee and subcommittee chairs and 
many Members of the House should be com- 
mended for their tireless work to fashion a 
bill to go to the House floor. They chose a 
pragmatic and more moderate path; they've 
achieved the shared goal of universal cov- 
erage, and it works for ordinary Americans. 

The time has come to pull together and 
work in a bipartisan manner to deliver guar- 
anteed health care coverage to all Americans. 
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The following list includes the President’s public 
schedule and other items of general interest an- 
nounced by the Office of the Press Secretary and 
not included elsewhere in this issue. 





July 23 

In the morning, the President traveled to 
Hot Springs, AR, to attend his high school 
class reunion. 


July 24 
In the afternoon, the President returned 
to Washington, DC. 


July 25 

In the afternoon, the President hosted a 
working lunch for Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin of Israel and King Hussein of Jordan 
at Blair House. 


July 26 

In the evening, the President attended a 
fundraiser for Gov. Mario Cuomo of New 
York at the Sheraton Carlton. 

The White House announced the Presi- 
dent has asked the Reverend Jesse Jackson 
to travel to Nigeria to convey the President’s 
concerns over the absence of progress toward 
the restoration of civilian democracy there. 


July 27 

In the morning, the President met with 
a group of chief executive officers. 

The President asked Secretary of Defense 
William Perry and Commander of U.S. 
Forces in Europe General George Joulwan 
to travel to Zaire and Uganda to inspect 
Rwandan refugee relief operations. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Martin J. Dickman as Inspector 
General of the Railroad Retirement Board. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Paul Kaminski to be Under Sec- 
retary of Defense for Acquisition and Tech- 
nology. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Joseph F. Baca, Robert N. Bald- 
win, Jennifer Hauge, Florence K. Murray, 
and William M. Paparian as members of the 
State Justice Institute. 
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The President announced his intention to 
nominate the following individuals to the 
Board of Directors of the Cooperation for 
National Service: 

—Andrea Brown; 

—Thomas Ehrlich; 

—Chris Evert; 

—Christopher Gallagher; 

—Teresa Heinz; 

—Christine Hernandez; 

—Reatha Clark King; 

—Carol Kinsley; 

—Leslie Lenkowsky; 

—Marlee Matlin; 

Gerald McEntee; 

—Arthur Naparstek; 

—John Rother; 

—Walter Shorenstein. 


July 29 

In the afternoon, the President met with 
American Legion Boys Nation representa- 
tives in the East Room. 

The President transmitted to the Congress 
requests for emergency fiscal year 1994 ap- 
propriations that would provide funds that 
would assist in the humanitarian relief efforts 
for refugees of hostilities in Rwanda. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Gil Coronado as the first Hispanic 
Director of the Selective Service System. 

The President announced his intention to 
appoint Bernard Hansen as Commissioner, 
George Frampton as Federal Government 
Commissioner, and David Dempsey as Alter- 
nate Commissioner to the Great Lakes Fish- 
ery Commission: United States Section. 

The President announced his intention to 
appoint the following members of the Advi- 
sory Commission on Western Resources. 


To serve as a member and Chair: 
Denise D. Fort 


To serve as members: 
Bruce Babbitt 
Togo West 
Huali G. Chai 
Janet C. Neuman 
Jack Robertson 
Harriett M. Wieder 
John E. Echohawk 
Patrick O’Toole 





Nominations 
Submitted to the Senate 





The following list does not include promotions of 
members of the Uniformed Services, nominations 
to the Service Academies, or nominations of For- 
eign Service officers. 





Submitted July 26 


James W. Swihart, Jr., 

of Virginia, a career member of the Senior 
Foreign Service, class of Minister-Counselor, 
to be Ambassador Extraordinary and Pleni- 
potentiary of the United States of America 
to the Republic of Lithuania. 


Henry L. Young, 
of Texas, to be U.S. Marshal for the Northern 
District of Texas for the term of 4 years, vice 
W. Bruce Beaty. 


Richard Holbrooke, 
of New York, to be an Assistant Secretary 
of State, vice Stephen A. Oxman. 


Submitted July 27 


David George Newton, 

of Virginia, a career member of the Senior 
Foreign Service, class of Minister-Counselor, 
to be Ambassador Extraordinary and Pleni- 
potentiary of the United States of America 
to the Republic of Yemen. 


Anthony S. Earl, 

of Wisconsin, to be a member of the Advisory 
Board of the Saint Lawrence Seaway Devel- 
opment Corporation, vice Randolph J. Agley, 
resigned. 


Gary Niles Kimble, 

of Montana, to be Commissioner of the Ad- 
ministration for Native Americans, Depart- 
ment of Health and Human Services (new 
position). 


Submitted July 28 


Diana E. Murphy, 

of Minnesota, to be U.S. circuit judge for 
the Eighth Circuit, vice John R. Gibson, re- 
tired. 
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Shira A. Scheindlin, 

of New York, to be U.S. district judge for 
the Southern District of New York, vice 
Louis J. Freeh, resigned. 


Dominic J. Squatrito, 
of Connecticut, to be U.S. district judge for 
the District of Connecticut (new position). 


Submitted July 29 


Kenneth W. Kizer 

of California, to be Under Secretary for 
Health of the Department of Veterans Affairs 
for a term of 4 years, vice James Wilson 
Holsinger, Jr., resigned. 


Peter J. Osetek, 

of Arizona, to be Commissioner on Navajo 
and Hopi Relocation, Office of Navajo and 
Hopi Indian Relocation, for a term of 2 years, 
vice Carl J. Kunasek, term expired. 





Checklist 
of White House Press Releases 





The following list contains releases of the Office 
of the Press Secretary that are neither printed as 
items nor covered by entries in the Digest of 
Other White House Announcements. 





Released July 25 


Transcript of a press briefing by Secretary 
of State Warren Christopher on the summit 
between King Hussein of Jordan and Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin of Israel 


Text of the Washington Declaration 
Announcement of the nomination of U.S. 
Marshal for the Northern District of Texas 
Released July 26 


Statement by Press Secretary Dee Dee 
Myers announcing the President’s request 
that Rev. Jesse Jackson travel to Nigeria 
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Released July 27 


Transcript of a press briefing by Press Sec- 
retary Dee Dee Myers 


Statement by Press Secretary Dee Dee 
Myers announcing the President’s request 
that Secretary of Defense Perry and General 
Joulwan travel to Zaire and Uganda for an 
inspection of operations 


Released July 28 


Transcript of a press briefing by Press Sec- 
retary Dee Dee Myers 


Released July 29 


Transcript of a press briefing by Secretary 
of Commerce Ron Brown and Council of 
Economic Advisers Chair Laura D’Andrea 
Tyson on administration accomplishments 
regarding the economy 


Transcript of a press briefing by National Se- 
curity Adviser Tony Lake, Chairman of the 
Joint Chiefs of Staff John Shalikashvili, and 
Acting Secretary of Defense John Deutch on 
assistance to Rwandan refugees 


Announcement of the President’s request to 
Congress for emergency appropriations for 
humanitarian relief for Rwandan refugees 


Statement by Deputy Communications Di- 
rector David Dreyer on the Senate 
Whitewater hearings 





Acts Approved 
by the President 





NoTE: No acts approved by the President were 
received by the Office of the Federal Register 
during the period covered by this issue. 
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